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W.H.S. News
 by Penny

Dodd

Help Is Really Needed

C
itizens and friends of Waldo:
Your Waldo Historical
Society has been offered a

house to start a museum. Problem
is, this house must be moved to a
business or historic (commercial)
district.

Would/could anyone donate
land and/or assist in the
acquisition of land and moving of
this house?

We are a 501(c)3 non profit
organization so any donations can
be tax deductible.

Please contact us on any
ideas/assistance toward our goal at
P.O. Box 459, Waldo, FL 32694.
You can call us at 352-468-1910.
Thank you.

Who Cares?
Who cares if we are saving

the history of Waldo?
Who cares if we are tying to

get the Waldo caboose ready for a
Railroad Museum of Waldo?

Who cares if we applied for
and were approved to be a 501©
3 corporation so that any
donations made to the Waldo

Historical Society would be tax
deductible?

Who cares if we have a
museum in which to display all of
the history donated by Waldo’s
wonderful citizens?

Who cares if there are just
a handful of members and several
non-members who donate their
time so that you will have
something to be proud of in
Waldo?

Who cares? We hope you
do. Because we do.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

For those who did not get
our 2016 Waldo School history
calendar, there is a limited number
remaining. If you want to know
everything there is to know about
the Waldo schools, you need to
order while they’re still available.
Call 352-468-1910 now.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CITY NEWS:

M
anager Kim Worley was
asked to look into how to
form a neighborhood Crime

Watch Citizens Group for the City
of Waldo.

Deputy Cary Gallop will be
speaking to the Council and
citizens at the June City Council
meeting, on “How To Form a
Neighborhood Crime Watch
Group.”

If you are interested in
being a part of this group, please
attend the meeting so Council can
see if we have enough citizen
interest.

The Council would also like
input on two other subjects

discussed. Cleaning up Waldo -
can we form a group willing to
help clean up the abandoned
property in Waldo - Waldo Festival
- a group willing to work on getting
a Festival started in Waldo again.

The meeting will be
Tuesday June 14, 2016, 7:00 p.m.,
Yerkes Center, 14245 Cole Street.
Please attend the meeting and be
a part of improving Waldo.

The City of Waldo is
currently accepting applications for
appointments to the following
Boards:
CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD

Members review cases and
determine compliance with city
codes; hear testimony; declare
fines and/or corrective measures
allowed by law.

PLAN BOARD
M e m b e r s  r e v i e w

amendments to the land use and
zoning maps: review and
recommend developments; hear
and consider code variance.

Applications may be
obtained Monday through
Thursday 7:00 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
from Waldo City Hall, 14655
Kennard Street, Waldo, FL 32694.

You must be a citizen and
live inside the City Limits of Waldo
to apply.

The City of Waldo City
Council will make appointments of
the successful applicants. The City
of Waldo supports “Equal
Opportunity Employment, Fair
Housing and Providing Handicap
Access.”



352-468-2336
13558 NE 148th Ave

Community Center News
by Thelma Bay

M
yself and many others just
had the most wonderful
e x p e r i e n ce  a t  t h e

Community Center. A group of
very talented young dancers came
from Lake Butler and presented a
dance program on Saturday May
21st.

This is a very professional
group who take their dancing
seriously. The costumes were so
beautiful and the music they dance
to was very uplifting. They are
coming back some time next year
so don’t miss it.

On Friday, June 10th at 9:45
Mrs. Cooper from Eldercare is
coming over to tell us about the
latest services available to Seniors.
Believe me - she has all the
answers. Try not to miss this
opportunity to ask questions and
learn.

We also continue to have
Bingo on Monday mornings. Hope
to see you there.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

B
ecky Desha Johnson has
lived in Waldo, Florida close
to 50 years.  She describes

Waldo as a small sleepy town, with
strong family ties.

Her father-in-law, Charlie
Desha was born one of the

youngest of 13 children in this
farmhouse in 1905.  He died in this
house in 1995.  “He told me after
Sunday dinner one day that when
he was gone, he would like to see
this place used for the Lord.

That statement stayed with
me through the years and after my
late husband passed away in 2009,
I began asking the Lord what he
wanted me to do with this farm

and farmhouse which were all in
very debilitated condition.

I met and married my
husband, Gary, in 2012 and we
both began praying in that regard. 
We met Ricardo and Peri Pardo In
Daytona, Florida in 2015. They
shared their unique ministry that
God had them doing in 3 prior
locat ions which involved
establishing and running a
Christian Horse Camp for teens.

We had also been in prayer
with Chris and Charlene Rose. 
This opportunity seemed to be an
answer to both prayers.

We said yes to God and yes
to the Pardos and they have been
helping to set the property up to
have a wilderness equestrian camp
for teens.  We named it Hope
Horse Ranch, Inc.  We had our
get-to-know event on April 29th

and plan on receiving our first
campers this summer.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ricardo and Peri Pardo are
missionaries. Ricardo is a Pastor.
He was born in Cuba and Peri was
born in West Virginia. They have
11 children, a combined family.
They have served full time in
ministry for 7 years in Kentucky,
Pennsylvania, Ecuador, and now in
Waldo.

Ten months ago Ricardo
met Gary and Becky Johnson and
they talked about land that they
knew was to be used for the Lord,
but not how. Nine months later,
Ricardo and Peri visited the farm.
They all agreed that God was
choreographing a team to be used
for a community ministry here in
Waldo, Florida.

The vision is to create an
environment that will introduce
people to the gospel. Their focus is
teens, however, families are
ultimately involved. They want to
see churches have a common
place to get together and minister
to the un-churched in the
community, regardless of
denomination.

Their programs will be
summer camps, horseback riding
lessons, discipleship programs, and
various retreats and events. They
are open year round and have an
open-door for anyone who seeks
fellowship, discipleship, and family.
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A Tribute To My Mother
by Ben Campen
May 2, 2016 - This Mother’s

Day, as I reflect on my mother and
her legacy, I am astounded at how
much I still miss her to this day,
and frankly, how much I teared up
while writing this tribute.

This will be the second
Mother’s Day I will have to spend
without her. It is still hard - I had
her with me for 67 years and she
was a big part of my life. She was
always there for me - guiding me
daily as a youngster. As I grew
into manhood and physically with
her less often, her life lessons and
wisdom resonated with me more
and more, even to this day.

Mother had an interesting
but challenging life and this
background influenced her to be
the wonderful mom she was. Born
on August 12, 1921 in eastern
North Carolina, she was the
youngest of four children. Her first
challenge came early, as at the
age of three, her father passed
away.

Her next challenge came
while in the first grade. At the end
of school one day, Mother was told
by the principal that she and her
siblings were going to be living

separately with foster parents. I
can not imagine what she was
feeling when that happened to her
at such a tender age. But, good
fortune prevailed and she was
raised by very loving people who
had two boys near her own age
that became like brothers to her.
Mother grew up on their farm
during the Great Depression and
worked hard to help the family
make ends meet.

After graduating from high
school, mother went to work in a
shoe store in nearby Goldsboro. At
the age of 20, a handsome man -
some 24 years her senior - asked
her for a date. After a year’s
courtship, he “fast-talked” her into
marrying him and they wed in
1942.

They started their marriage
in the midst of World War II, when
certain goods and gasoline were
rationed, trying to make-it in a
time of national hardship. It was
very handy that Mother was raised
to have a strong work ethic. They
opened a small restaurant and
filling station in Kenly, NC and in
1944. Shortly thereafter, they
moved to Florida because of Dad’s
health issues.

In her late 20’s, my parents
bought 40 acres with a log cabin
just north of Waldo, FL and they
built a small restaurant and filling
station. Because our family’s living
quarters were attached to the
restaurant, Mother was always

there when we left in the morning
for school and always there when
we got off the school bus. It also
meant she made sure that we
were diligent about our chores and
homework. We got a tremendous
amount of Mother’s time, and
although I didn’t fully appreciate it
at that time, I am now so grateful
for all the love and energy she
gave me.

Between March 1944 and
March 1948, my Mother gave birth
to four babies: my sister, Sylvia,
my brother, Jim , my brother John
and me…..FOUR kids in FOUR
years!

Despite having four children
so closely together, she was
always there doing ‘mom’ things
for all of us. There were years in
Waldo elementary school that we
all volunteered Mother to be our
homeroom mother. ALL during the
same year! Mother always came
thru with flying colors which made
us very proud; we knew that we
had such a devoted mom.

In addition to raising us and
running a restaurant, she also
volunteered for causes she was
passionate about. Mother was a
member of the Eastern Star and
helped to raise funds to build the
Waldo Masonic Lodge building.
Once built, the Eastern Star met
there and she participated in
rummage sales, bake sales, fish
frys, and other fundraising events.
She served as an officer for many
years and even served a term as
President. Additionally, she taught
Sunday School as well as served as
Scout Mother.

Over the years, mother was
a huge part of my success. For
example, when I was in my 20’s, I
purchased the contents of a
clothing store in Hawkinsville, GA.
Part of the deal was that I had to

3



have everything out of the store
within two weeks! I called Mother
moments after making the
purchase and she said, “I’ll be
there tomorrow just as soon as I
can drive up.” That was vintage
Mother…. always at the beck and
call of her children. The next
morning, she went in to see her
boss at Maas Brothers and told him
she needed a couple of weeks off.
And then drove up and ran the
close-out sale. Because of her, the
close-out sale was a financial
success.

In 1975, I decided to
develop a flea market on the
property of my childhood home.
And who better to run it than my
Mother!

Shortly thereafter, Mother
became the comptroller in my
businesses. And, what a blessing!
She not only did her job as

comptroller, she did whatever
needed doing - often things I was
not even thinking about. Among
other things, she ran food
concessions at my auctions, stayed
up late at night addressing mailers,
manag i ng  t h e  o n  s i t e
office…..whatever and whenever!!!

THAT was Mother!! Mother has
always been an integral part of my
life; and I am grateful that I was
blessed to have her as my mom.
She was insightful, intelligent, a
wise teacher, and I learned a

tremendous amount from her
counsel.

Mother loved the mountains
of North Carolina. I often drove
Mother to the mountains where
she would spend the summers in a
cabin in Etowah. If I got sleepy on
the drive, she would take over.
One time, when I awoke, she was
driving about 90mph! I exclaimed,
“Where’s the fire, Mother!?” She
said, “I’m just trying to get to the
mountains as quick as I can!”

In 2003, my mother was
diagnosed with lymphoma and the
doctors gave her only a few years
to live. She did the typical chemo
treatments, but after a grueling
few months, she decided to stop
them. Because they made her so
sick, she decided that it was better
to feel okay the last few years of
her life -instead of sick with
chemo. After she stopped chemo,
she lived for a decade and until
the end, she felt fairly well! She
felt so well, in fact, that she was
able to travel to her beloved North
Carolina for the summers.

During one of these trips
four years ago, I purchased and

installed a full size carousel at my
market in Asheville. After learning
what I was about to do, mother
said she’d like to be the first rider.
And I made sure she was! Once
installed, I was delighted beyond
measure that my then 91 year old
mother jumped aboard, sat in one
of the sleighs and invited me to
join her on the maiden round. She
loved it and I just wish she was
still here on planet earth so I could
take her for another round on the
carousel.

Even at the end, she was
teaching me great lessons. As she
lay in her hospital bed, the doctor
came in and asked, “Miss Sylvia,
How do you feel?” Her answer:
“With my fingers!” She was
laughing at the end….all the way
to heaven.

I miss you dearly Mema!
YOU were THE BEST and always
will be!! I LOVE YOU and ALWAYS
WILL!

RESTAURANT REVIEWS
by Linda Hall Vlacos
Lisa’s Corner Café

125 NW 23 Avenue, Gville 
Opened January 23, 2016
Hours: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

T
he W.H.S. went there for
breakfast. Our food was
good and the prices very

reasonable.
They have a lunch and

dinner buffet, which we are going
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to try soon. You can check them
out on Facebook.

Yummy House
3102 SW 34th Street

Gainesville
If you are looking for some

good Chinese food try the Yummy
House. Excellent Service, excellent
decor and excellent food.

RESTAURANT REVIEWS
By: Sarah Edmondson

Laredo's Mexican Restaurant. 
Hwy 301 North

Starke, Fl. 
Bob and I had lunch at

Laredo's on Saturday May 21. The
res tau ran t  was  recen t l y 
remodeled, and is very nice with a
warm Mexican decor. The service
was fast and efficient and the food
was excellent. They have daily
specials and margaritas are $3.00
on Thursday's. I highly recommend
Laredo's.

Piesano's Stone Fired Pizza
5200 NW 43rd St. 

Gainesville, Fl.
Another favorite we

frequent is Piesano's. It is in the
Publix Shopping Center on 43rd
and 53rd.  The service is prompt
and attentive. Piesano's is actually
an Italian Restaurant with much
more on the menu than pizza's,
altho the pizza is Bob's favorite. If
you like Italian food they are a
must.

See you next month for
more reviews.

OBITUARIES
The publishers of The
Waldo Phoenix are
happy to publish any 
obituaries of Waldo
families at no charge.

PONS, VICTOR O'DELL, 92
Victor O'Dell Pons passed

away on April 7, 2016 in Orange
Park, FL. He was born on
September 16, 1923 in Orange
Heights, FL, to the late Jacob and
Cready Pons.

Victor worked for BellSouth
for 35 years laying underground
cable. He was hardworking and
enjoyed spending time with his
family and fishing. He always had
a joke or smile for every-one and
never met a stranger. 

He was preceded in death
by his parents; his wife, Hazel
Pons; and daughter, Alice Norman.
Victor leaves to cherish his
memories son, Gary Pons;
grandchildren, Tarlann and Lawton
Pons and Amy Norman; and great
granddaughter, Breindel Pons.

A heartfelt thank you to
everyone who contributed to make
final services possible. Victor will
be greatly missed and forever in
our hearts.

A memorial service was held
on Wednesday, April 27, 2016 at
11 a.m. at South Middleburg
Baptist Church, 4565 Alligator
Blvd, Middleburg, FL 32068.

A graveside service followed 
at 2 p.m. at Fairbanks Cemetery,
on Waldo Road.

JOHNSON, MYRTH, 82 
Myrth Johnson, 82, of Waldo
passed away
Saturday, May
7, 2016 in
North Florida
R e g i o n a l
M e d i c a l
Center.

S h e
was born May 18, 1933 in Bell,
Florida to Lacy and Alla Mae Taylor
Locklear. She loved to cross stitch.
She was a food service worker at
Waldo Community School, and a
longtime member of The
Pentecostals Church. 

She was preceded in death
by her husband, William Edward
Johnson, Jr., and brothers,
Warden and Wyatt Locklear. She is
survived by her children, Jack
Johnson (Vicki) of Gainesville,
David Johnson (Maegen) of Laurel
Hill, FL, Deborah Johnson (Chris)
of Waldo, and Pauline Coleman
(Russell) of Waldo; her sister,
Wanda Frye and her children of
Bell; 23 grandchildren, and 24
great grandchildren. 

Funeral Services were held
on Thursday, May 12, 2016 at
11:00 a.m. in the chapel of
WILLIAMS-THOMAS FUNERAL
HOME DOWNTOWN, 404 N Main
Street, with Rev. J.W. Arnold
officiating. Burial was private for
family only.

W I L L I A M
CARL BECK
 William Carl
Beck, age
18, passed
a w a y
Sunday, May
15, 2016 in

his home near Waldo after a two
year battle with cancer. He was
born July 8, 1997 in Ocala, FL. He
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was a senior at Hawthorne
Middle/High School. 

He is survived by his
parents, Artemio and Genny
Larios; his father, Bill Beck. He also
leaves behind his brothers, Justin
Beck, Cayden Larios, Jonathan
Beck, and Fernando Larios; sisters,
Barbie Beck, Christa Beck, and
Jasmine Larios; maternal
grandmother, Ruth Cheshire, and
many other family and friends who
love and miss him. 

A Funeral Service was held
Friday, May 20, 2016 at 11:30 a.m.
at Simmons Baptist Church, Citra,
FL. William was laid to rest in the
church cemetery following the
service.

A Little
Bird Told

Me
by Lucy

Roe Cook

S
ummers of yesteryear used
to bring children and adults
out to play. Today we have

our air conditioners. This Little Bird
used to fly over when school was
out for summer session and boys
and girls were up early and out to
play games of yesteryear, such as
marbles, jacks, jump rope and hide
and seek, especially when Mom
wanted you to come in. Adults
played shuffleboard, horseshoes,
and croquet. Children wanted to
be out and not cooped up indoors.

Now the children and adults
are pushing buttons and viewing
screens. This Little Bird misses the
outdoor activities. Where are the
summers of yesteryear?

Enjoy one another
whenever you visit, but do visit.

Bless you in your
hibernation. I’m back in my air
conditioned bird house.

School News
Submitted by
Holly Burton

Shell Elementary School

Early Release Days!! School
will release at 1:30 on June 7, 8,
and 9. Please keep this in mind
when planning for your child’s
dismissal arrangements the last
three days of school. 

If you are interested in
being a part of our School Advisory
Council, or would like to nominate
someone for consideration, please
contact Holly Burton at (352)
481-1901. The SAC committee
meets quarterly to discuss school
initiatives and progress.

The Waldo Historical Society
is in need of someone with
experience as a brick mason
(to set engraved bricks). If
you are interested and
qualified, please call 352-
468-1910 or send an email
to: historicwaldo@gmail.com.

RANDOM FACTS:
Before the Civil War,

schools did not have summer
vacation. In rural communities,
kids had school off during the
spring planting and fall harvest
while urban schools were
essentially year-round. The long
summer holiday didn't come about
until the early 20th century.

Advertising Rates
for Waldo Phoenix
Business Card Size Ad:

3 mos $60.00
6 mos $90.00
12 mos $120.00

Quarter Page Ad:
3 months $120.00
6 months $180.00
12 months $240.00

Half Page Ad:
3 months $240.00
6 months $360.00
12 months $480.00

Full Page Ad:
3 months $480.00
6 months $720.00
12 months $960.00

If you’re having a special
event or a one time sale, your best
deal might be our Insert Rate.

You furnish 250 copies of
your special event or offer along
with your payment of $25.00.

We will insert your flyer into
every copy of the Waldo Phoenix
that we deliver to over 20
distribution points in Waldo.

We deliver on or before the
1st of each month, depending on
what day of the week the first falls
on. We don’t deliver on weekends
or holidays, and try not to deliver
on Mondays, as many places in
Waldo are closed on Mondays.

D e a d l i n e  f o r  a l l
advertisements is the 21st of the
month preceding month of
publication.

We will help you create an
advertisement or a flyer.

Call 352-468-1910 or email
historicwaldo@gmail.com. Tell us
what you want, and we’ll work
with you. Remember: if you’re not
advertising with us, they won’t
know who to call.
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Information Please!

Waldo Phone Numbers You Might Need

(Cut Out and Place By Your Phone)
City Hall 468-1001
After Hours Water Emergency 258-3110
Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222
Police or Fire Emergencies 911
Sheriff’s Dept. Non-Emergencies 955-1818
Power Outages 1-800-468-8243
Waldo Library 468-3298
Waldo Community Center 468-2336
Waldo Fire Department 468-1301
Waldo Post Office 468-1970
Waldo Historical Society 468-3503
Waldo Phoenix 468-1910
Windstream Phone repair 1-800-347-1991

June Birthdays
1 Diana Davis 2 Johnny Hill
4 Earl Green 5 Josie M. Rich
5 Aaron Martin 5 Ruth Dees
6 Ray Charles Jackson III 7 Kristen Jacobs
9 Debbie Boal 12 Louise P. Wilson
12 Roger O’Neal 13 Missy Vanderheyden
13 Pamy Burnsed 16 Dylan Ankney
17 Andy Burkhalter 20 Lorraine Munk
21 Mark Nugent 21 Josie Hill
21 Jace Howard 24 Garrett Van Allen
25 Richard Armitage 25 Bobby D. Hill
26 Emma Green 26 Clarence Bostick
26 Delores K. Wilson 26 Crystal Gilliam
27 Jesslyn Lewis 28 Jason Dowling

Subway of Waldo

Present this coupon for $1 off a FOOTLONG™
OR $.50 off a 6" SUB!

Located on NE HWY 301 next to Dollar General
Call 352-468-1163 or fax 352-468-1153

Have Brush Will Travel

Gifford’s Painting
Residential & Commercial

Power Washing
Free Estimates

Scott Grady 352-494-7501

Philadelphia
 Missionary Baptist

Church Services

Rev. James W. Ramsey - Pastor
2nd and 4th Sundays 11:00 am

Mid-week service
every Wednesday 6:00 pm

 taught by Minister Bernard Carter
Awesome Sunday School
every Sunday 9:45 am

taught by Bro. Bobby Hill
or Minister Bernard Carter for adults

and Sis. Josie “Jackson”
& Sis. Monique Taylor for the children.

Men’s Day service will be held
on the 4th Sunday in July at 11:00 am

Always remember that
Man is Mighty but God is Almighty

First Baptist Church, Waldo
Hwy 24

352-468-1721
Sunday Schedule

9:15 - 9:45 Refreshments
9:45 Bible Study (all ages)

11:00 am & 6 pm Worship
11:00 am & 6 pm Children’s Worship
6 pm Youth Praise and Worship

Wednesday Schedule
5:45 - 6:15 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Children’s, Youth, Adult

Programs
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US
AND HELP MAKE THIS NEWSPAPER POSSIBLE

Overhead Door Company of Gainesville
POST OFFICE BOX 568
GAINESVILLE, FL 32602

OFFICE: (352) 468-2733
FAX: (352) 468-1453

Waldo All In One
Feed - Hay - Corn

13790 NE US Hwy 301, Waldo, FL 32694

Phone: 352-468-1295

First Time Customers:

Bring this ad

Receive 5% off your purchase

(one coupon per visit)

M & T Auto Service & Repair
Small Engine - Audio - AC Repair and More

13790 NE US Hwy 301, Waldo, FL 32694

Phone: 352-468-1295

First Time Customers:

Bring this ad

Receive 10% off labor

 (one coupon per visit)

Clyde’s Tire & Brake - Waldo
352-468-1140 - Waldo

904-368-0915 - Starke
ASE Certified

Quality Work - Low price
Complete Automotive Repair

Engine, Transmission
Front & Rear End, Alignment and more
Large Inventory of New and Used Tires

Thank You for Supporting Your Waldo Historical Society
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