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SPAGHETTI DINNER
UPDATE

T
he Waldo Historical Society
says “Thank You” to all of
you who supported us at

our Spaghetti Dinner on March 17.
In spite of the cold weather and
other events in progress going on,
we had a very nice steady flow of
hungry people show up, tickets in
hand, to enjoy the best spaghetti
this side of the Mississippi. We
could not do this without our
amazing kitchen help, Miracle Chef
Shake Eudailey, Brenda Coleman,
Melanie Aultman, Janyce
Dempsey, Mary Ann Rich, Lucy
Cook, Kim Worley and Millie
Keirnan.

Ben Campen and Mary Sue
Holton were on hand for a book
signing with copies of their newly
published books, “Waldo Wisdom”
and “The Tenth Mile.” Mary Baxla
and Linda Vlacos were assigned to
help with their book signings.

Winning raffle tickets were
drawn at 6:30 p.m. to six lucky
rafflers: Mr. Rick Pisano won a
$40.00 gift certificate to
Applebee’s in Gainesville, Melanie
Aultman won a 1 Hour massage,
Linda Wise won a copy of Mary
Sue Holton’s book, “The Tenth
Mile,” Sandy Walker won the Ben
Campen book, “Waldo Wisdom,”
Diana Davis won a $30.00 Gift

Certificate to Cedar River in Starke,
and Sara Bedford won a Pedicure
at Swan’s Nails in Gainesville.
Congratulations to all the winners!

Waldo City News…
Kim Worley

F
or the Second year in a row
the City of Waldo has won
the “People’s Choice,”

award for best tasting drinking
water. The American Water Works

Associat ion -
Florida Section
holds the contest
each year at the
TREEO Center in
Gainesville. There
w e r e  e i g h t
samples in the
contest. Good Job

– Bernard Carter, Oscar White,
Randy Hall and CJ Smith. Thank
you for working so hard to keep
our water, “best tasting!!”

H a v e
you noticed the
black plastic
along HWY 301
t o w a r d s
Starke?? FDOT
is repaving US
Hwy 301 from
the Railroad Overpass to the
Bradford County Line. The project
started on February 24, 2017. It is
slated to take 180 days and is a
federally funded project.

T h e  p r o p o s e d
improvements include milling and
resurfacing of existing roadway,
base work, shoulder treatment,
drainage improvements, curb and

gutter, traffic signals, highway
signing, guardrail, sidewalks and
other incidental construction in
Alachua County.

The Contractor for the
project is V. E. Whitehurst & Sons,
Inc. So be prepared to take your
time going to Starke during the
construction. Be Safe!!

Mayor Davis has been busy.
Wednesday, March 15, found him
leaving Waldo at 4:30 a.m. to be
in Tallahassee at the Agriculture &
Natural Resources Appropriations
Subcommittee where he had been
working with Representative Clovis
Watson to get Waldo Bill HB2775
Waldo Wastewater Collection
System & Evaluation – for
$500,000.00 passed.  It made it
through the first round. There will
be several more trips to
Tallahassee on this request.
Friday, March 17 found Mayor and
wife, Diana, headed towards
Washington DC - regardless of the
snowstorms and bad weather - to
further try to find help for Waldo. 
Thanks Mayor for all your hard
work.

YOU’RE INVITED!
NEXT W.H.S. MEETING:

April 27, 2017
Waldo Community Center

6 p.m.
Refreshments and Coffee



Burgers and Books
Carolyn Wade

C
arlos McWatters a former
Waldo Police Officer and
now an ASO Deputy with

the Youth and Community

Resource Unit along with many
other Deputy’s (pictured above)
who also donated their time to
come to the Waldo Community
Center and host the “Books and
Burgers Event,” Monday, March 6. 

The Team of Deputies
brought a grill manned mostly by
Head Chef Lieutenant Jayson Levy,
set up music and had Harley
Davidson bring four motorcycles. 

The Deputies cooked
hamburgers and hotdogs, had

drinks, chips
and cookies
for all, played
basketball with
the children,
read stories,
gave books
away to the

children, and DJ Deputy Cooper
kept the music playing.

This was a fun event for
children and their parents to have
positive interaction with the
Alachua County Deputies. Thank
you to Carlos McWatters – his
boss, Sergeant Paul Pardue and all
the Deputies who made the event
such a success and thank you to
all the parents that brought their
children. These events cannot be
successful without community
support.

WALDO LIBRARY NEWS
352.468.3298

Open Monday through Thursday
from 12:30 until 7:00 p.m.

Closed on Friday and Saturday
Open Sunday from 1:00 p.m.

until 5:00 p.m.
All bookdrops will be open 24/7 for

your convenience.

Two upcoming programs at
your library for April:
What: Coloring for Families
Where: Yerkes Center
When:  Sunday, 4/2 2:00 pm
Details:  Come “express yourself”
All ages welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What:  Seed Cabinet and Seed
Saving 101
Where:  Yerkes Center
When:  Sunday, 4/30 2:00 to 4:00
pm
Details: Learn about seed saving,
food sovereignty and community
food systems. All ages welcome.

2017 Guy Hudspeth Award
awarded to

Melanie Langsdale Aultman
The 2017 recipient of the

10th Annual Guy Hudspeth Award
is Melanie Langsdale Aultman. This
award recognizes an outstanding
Alachua County Library District
staff member.

Melanie, Senior Library
Specialist at the Waldo Branch
Library, has been with the District
for 22 years, 20 1/2 years at the
Waldo Branch Library! She has
worked extensively with local
schools and organizations.
Following is Melanie’s response:

I would like to thank the
Alachua County Library District
Foundation for the honor of being
selected to receive a leaf on
Katherine’s Tree. What I thought
would be a short stint with the
District has turned into twenty-two
rewarding years. It is a pleasure

to represent all the creative,
hardworking individuals that
comprise the Library District in
addition to support groups like the
Friends of the Library and the
Library Foundation.

Hired for the Waldo Branch
in December of 1994, I had the
opportunity to work for other
branches and departments until its
opening in June of 1996. It was a
valuable introduction into how
various components come together
to provide the excellence for which
we are known.

Working in a small space in
a rural community is not without
challenges, but the support of
each department has been
invaluable. The Waldo setting
allows for participation in and
coordination with local groups such
as book clubs, the Community
Center, Historical Society, W3C’s
(Waldo Concerned Citizens for the 
Community), Waldo Baptist Church
and several summer camps for
children.

My educational background
has been put to use not only on a
day-to-day basis with all ages but 
also in representing the District on
the School Advisory Councils of
both the now closed Waldo
Community School and currently
the Chester Shell Elementary
School. Volunteers were recruited
to assist in disseminating
information about the library and
its offerings and helping with
providing classroom support
through delivery of materials, craft
projects and the scheduling of
theater and other programs for
interested teachers. For many
years a visit from the Bookmobile
was scheduled. I was happy to
coordinate a yearbook for the last
two years of the Waldo Head Start
class.
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Melanie Aultman

Libraries have certainly
evolved over the years. I was
pleased when our summer intern
remarked that he realized it isn’t
just what happens in the buildings,
but that library work involves what
is going on in communities as well.

Quitman Hall
90th Birthday

by Linda Hall Vlacos

O
n March 14th Quitman Hall
ce lebrated his 90th
birthday. We had a huge

birthday party on March 11th to
honor him. We had around 65
people attend, which included 
family, friends and one of his

classmates, Margaret Cannon.
Quitman has lived in Waldo

all his life. His son, Charles Hall,
came from San Antonio, Texas for
the week. We got many projects
done. We had a good week visiting
with family and ending the week
celebrating Charles' birthday on

March 17th. On Saturday we got
together with almost all of the
family for family pictures to
commemorate the special week.

A Little Bird Told Me
by Lucy Roe Cook

T
his Little Bird
finds Spring to
be a wonderful

time of the year. 
April showers that
bring the flowers that bloom in
May, also brings the worms to the
surface of the earth.

Speaking of worms, the
Waldo Historical Society had, on
St. Patrick’s Day past, a very good
spaghetti dinner.  It brought many
people in from the cold where they
found  friends, made new friends
and enjoyed a hot meal. It was
cold but the friendship and
spaghetti quickly warmed
everyone up.

The youngest member of
the WHS, eight  week old Emaline
Floyd, daughter of Andrew and
Ellie Floyd smiled at everyone. She
is the sweetest representative for
the WHS.

Thank you to the Waldo
Baptist Church.  Thank you to all
of you who purchased meals for
with you there is hope that one
day we will have a museum.  

The existing Waldo
Historical Railroad museum is open
upon request. Vera Mauldin, Penny
Dodd and Lucy Roe Cook gave a
tour to Vic and Marie Ankney of
Cracker Hill and their out of state
guests.  Victor Ankney gave the
Waldo Historical Society a treasure
of information about the history of
the early years of the railroad.
Thank you, Victor Ankney.

Reade rs  may  ca l l
352-468-1910 for information.

The sign man said that
there is nothing lonelier than a
barb wire fence. For about a week
that fence seemed to be the only
thing between us and the north
pole.  It was so cold! Hopefully,
that was old man winter’s final visit
for spring has finally arrived.

Easter falls this year on
April 16.   I reminisce each year
about my childhood Easters. It was
such a wonderful time of rejoicing.
I remember family gatherings with
great food and everyone dressed
up in their finest clothes. But now
I see it as a perfect time to re-
dedicate our lives to a higher
purpose. It is truly amazing how
much difference a few years can
make in the way we think.

Don’t forget the Friends of
the library sale - April 22 - 26.

"When I was younger, I could
remember anything, whether it
had happened or not."

-- Mark Twain
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SHELL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL NEWS
Coming Events

Friday, 4/7: Report Cards
Week of 4/10:  4th grade FSA
testing - Language Arts
Week of 4/17: 3rd grade FSA
testing - Math
Week of 4/24: 5th grade FSA
testing - Math
Week of 5/1: 4th grade FSA
testing - Math
5th grade FCAT testing - science
Grades K/1 Music fieldtrip
Week of 5/8: 5th grade FSA
testing - Language Arts

If an indoor shooting range is
on fire, what do you shout to
alert them?

The W.H.S. is still working and
praying that someone could help
us in acquiring a museum for
the history of our great City of
Waldo.

OBITUARIES
The publishers of The
Waldo Phoenix are
pleased to publish any

obituaries of Waldo families at no
charge.

ROGERS, ERA, 100 
Era Rogers, age 100,

passed away on March 1, 2017. 
She was born on August 24, 1916
in Graham, Florida to Louis Charlie
and Fannie Elizabeth Newbern
Smith. She was a lifelong member
of First Baptist Church in Waldo,
Florida. 

She is preceded in death by
her husband, Henry Rogers, and
daughter, Carolyn Rogers Bjorlin. 
She is survived by her grandson,
David Bjorlin of Aberdeen, NC;
nieces, Shirley Gainey and
Elizabeth Hendrick of Florida;
nephew, Charlie Frazier of Florida;
grand-niece, Kathy Strong and
grand-nephew, David Hendrick,
both of Florida; and other loving
family. 

Graveside service will be
held 10:00 a.m. Wednesday,
March 8, 2017 at Santa Fe
Cemetery in Hampton, Florida. 

Boles Funeral Home and
Crematory, Inc. in Southern Pines
will be assisting the family.

WAR Sports Update
by Camara Casson

A
s the time for pre-game
practice winds down,

p a r t i c i p a n t s ,
p a r e n t s ,  a n d
Waldo residents
a r e  l o o k i n g
forward to the first
games of this
season. Since the

beginning of the season, many
young players have experienced
their first few weeks as
ballplayers; while program
veterans have enjoyed their time
dusting off their gloves and getting
back on the field. The coaches
have also seen much improvement
in the players, new and old alike.
Many players are learning new
skills. For instance, the younger
softball and baseball teams have
spent many an hour developing
new pitchers and catchers. 

That being said, the new
month brings new opportunities.
The games are beginning and the
teams are being solidified. And
attendance at practices allows
anyone to see that friendships
among teammates are forming as
well. All the while, the hard work
that Waldo Area Recreation is
known for has been well upheld
and exemplified. The program
reminds us that it really does its
best to change lives one child at a
time. Overall, only time will tell,
but this year’s teams are looking
up.

I had amnesia once - maybe
twice
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Waldo Motocross
Carolyn Wade

T
he Sunshine State Vintage
Motocross Club (SSVMC)
sponsored its third annual

MX des States competition recently
at the Waldo Motorsports complex
on NE U.S. Highway 301, Waldo.

The word “motocross” derives
from the French word for
motorcycle - motocyclette – and
cross country – motocross,
according to motosport.com
website. While SSVMC is primarily
a vintage race organization, there
are also classes for modern bikes,
youth, women’s and three
wheelers.

The racers of vintage
motocross compete on machines
mainly built in the 1980’s and
‘90’s. And the racers themselves
can be vintage. Rocky Baumler, 71
years old, has been racing for
approximately 40 years. He has a
1989 Yamaha and loves to build
and rebuild vintage bikes. He could
be the role model for the
motocross motto: “You don’t stop
riding because you get old; you

get old because you stop riding.”
Bill Pettit, Executive Director

of SSVMC, explained it was a
family-oriented sport with loads of
camaraderie and sharing. “They
are just a good group of people.”
S u z a n n e  L e i g h ,
Secretary/Treasurer, commented
that she “has never met a person
in the group that I didn’t like.”
Suzanne and her husband, who
races, are from Tallahassee. She
explained that the SSVMC is a non-
profit organization beginning its
mission in 2014. The organization
has grown from 79 three-member
teams to 148 teams this year with
participants trekking from across
the nation. These teams, and their
supporting families (this year
nearly 1,000 people), generate
tourism dollars for Alachua County.
This event, combined with nearly
50 other events held at Waldo
Motorsports, generates millions of
tourism dollars annually.

During the event, a silent
auction is held to benefit a local
charity or organization in need of
funding. SSVMC Board Member
Mike Brown directed this year’s
silent auction. With the race based
in Waldo, the proceeds were
presented to the City of Waldo
Parks and Recreation Department.
Recreation Director, Erika Smith,
accepted the generous gift of
$2,000.00 during the Awards
Ceremony. Mayor Louie Davis, City
Manager Kim Worley and
Councilperson Carolyn Wade, were
also in attendance.  A potluck
dinner was offered with a whole
roasted pig provided by John
Milligan, Director of Waldo
Motorsports. Music was delivered
by the band, Southern Burn.

The weekend was
completed by another day of
racing on Sunday.

W3C’s CELEBRATE
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
WITH BUFFALO SOLDIER

RE-ENACTMENT
Carolyn Wade

T
he Waldo Concerned
Citizens for the Community
(W3C’s) recently hosted

Walter Anderson who provided his
interpretation of a Buffalo soldier.
Sometimes forgotten, Buffalo
Soldiers were an important aspect
of the Civil War and later events in
American history. There were
approximately 225,000 Civil War
blacks in 1863. In August of 1866,
the U.S. Congress gave credence
to the forming of the Buffalo
Soldier Unit.

Calling himself Buffalo
Trooper Anderson, he discussed
the history of the Buffalo Soldiers
interspersed with tidbits of
homegrown wisdom. “The wheel
has already been invented. You
just need to do something to move
the wheel along,” commenting on
the need for people, especially
youth, to take action. A Vietnam
War veteran, Anderson spoke of
being in battle and remarked,
“Whatever battle I am in, is a
really big battle!”

Trooper Anderson came
equipped with full Buffalo Soldier
uniform including saber. His trusty
horse, Sunny Boy, was there as
well enjoying attention from
everyone. At 70 years old,
Anderson hails from the Alachua
area and travels all over to teach
others about his passion. 

The W3C’s hosted the event
to celebrate Black History month. 
And as always the event was
combined with a fantastic lunch
provided by several community
members. I’m talking about
chicken, macaroni and cheese,
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greens, pies, etc. An historical
display of significant items such as
African American dolls, could also
be observed.

Kerry Dowd, Manager of the
Waldo Library, was on hand with
crafts for the children and assisted
by Melanie Aultman, Librarian.
Mayor Louie Davis expressed his
thoughts; accompanied by Diana,
his wife. City Manager Kim Worley
helped assemble displays and
assisted wherever needed.
Councilman Irvin Jackson and wife
Mary were present as well.

Appropriately, a lyric from
Bob Marley’s song, “Buffalo
Soldier,” sums up the day:

“If you know your history,
then you would know where you
come from.”

Waldo Concerned Citizens
for the Community Board of
Directors Mary Ann Rich, Joe
Lipsey, Larry O’Neal, Barbara Lee,
Catherine Hill and Chris Jackson
direct an important organization in
the Waldo community and are
always striving to bring affairs
such as this to enlighten everyone.
The W3C’s and all who helped
bring this exciting event together
should be proud of a great
outcome.

"Men forget everything; women
remember everything. That's
why men need instant replays in
sports. They've already
forgotten what happened."

-- Rita Rudner

Buffalo Soldiers
by Mary Ann Rich

T
he W3Cs wish to thank the
Mayor and his Council for
allowing us to have our

events at the Waldo Community
Center.

Thank you to Mayor Louie
Davis for doing the Welcome and
Comments. Thank you to the
council members for their support.

Thank you to Mrs. Carolyn
Wade and Mr. Irvin Jackson for
being in attendance, and our City
Manager Mrs. Kim Worley for all
her help.

Thank you to Oscar White
and C J Smith – City Workers –
who helped get the grounds ready
for the event.

The W3C’s also wish to
thank Mr. Walter Anderson and
Sunny Boy for their re-enactment
of the life of the Black Calvary
Soldiers during the 1800’s. The
Buffalo Soldiers are referred to as
the black members of the 10th
Cavalry Regiment of the United
States Army, formed on September
21, 1886, by Congress. They never
called themselves the Buffalo
Soldiers during the 1800's.

Thank you to Mrs. Thelma
Bay for all her help and to Teresa
Adams for bringing her collection
of black dolls. Thank you to Mrs.
Kerry Dowd, Manager of the Waldo
Branch Library, and Melanie
Aultman, Senior Library Specialist
for their attendance and the craft
they brought to share with the
children.

Justine Bay and Nikavion
Robinson were Awesome Teen
Helpers at the event.

Thanks - Waldo Concerned
Citizens for the Community
(W3C's).

Environmental
Small-Town Charm
by Camara Casson

A
s a small
town, we
take pride

in our country
feel, clean air,
and scenery.
However, lately,

it has been hard to ignore the
large increase of debris lying
around town. For the people who
live here, we see more of the back
roads and well-forested areas that
Waldo has to offer. However, in
recent years, we also have been
privy to the increase in the
environment’s debasement. A
simple walk will reveal countless
pounds of trash, kitschy antiques,
and old furniture.

As a community, we should
take more pride in the value of our
scenic areas and the backcountry
we have at our disposal. The value
of our ecological identity is high.
Waldo comes with access to
several fishing areas, wooded
family-friendly neighborhoods, and
quiet areas with high levels of
natural beauty. Bottom-line, our
community may be small, but the
pride we should have for our
environment needs to be high.

A Cautious Man
by Anonymous

There was a very cautious man
Who never romped or played.
He never smoked
He never drank
Nor even kissed a maid.
The day he passed away
His insurance was denied.
For since he never lived
They claimed he never died.
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Information Please!

Waldo Phone Numbers You Might Need

(Cut Out and Place By Your Phone)

City Hall 468-1001
After Hours Water Emergency 258-3110
Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222
Police or Fire Emergencies 911
Sheriff’s Dept. Non-Emergencies 955-1818
Power Outages 1-800-468-8243
Waldo Library 468-3298
Waldo Community Center 468-2336
Waldo Fire Department 468-1301
Waldo Post Office 468-1970
Waldo Historical Society 468-3503
Waldo Phoenix 468-1910
Windstream Phone repair 1-800-347-1991

April Birthdays
1 Hilda Ross 1 Lumanda Davis
4 Shirley Korik 5 Dolly Warner
5 Dusty Harrison 5 Lindy Crews
8 Sharon Wilson 10 Christine Hill
11 Elmore Taylor 11 Heather Bedford
12 Ciara Minnix 16 Lillie M. Anderson
16 Melanie Aultman 17 Ardell Davidson

18 Robert Abbott 22 Jonna Jackson
22 Amanda Edge 22 Earth Day
23 Lawrence Grant 26 Jim DuBois
26 Mary Aikin 26 Bridgette Hill

NOTICE!
The Waldo Phoenix is growing. We need writers,
reporters, advertising people. Get involved - help us
make this the best newspaper for Waldo.
If you know what’s going on in Waldo, we’d love to
have you share it with us and our readers.
Deadline for submissions is the 21st of the month
preceding publication.
Subscriptions available for $12.00 annually. Send
payment to Waldo Historical Society, P.O. Box 459,
Waldo, Florida 32694

Phone: 352-468-1910
email: historicwaldo@gmail.com

First Baptist Church, Waldo
Hwy 24

352-468-1721
Sunday Schedule

9:15 - 9:45 Refreshments
9:45 - Bible Study (all ages)

11:00 am & 6 pm Worship
11:00 am & 6 pm Children’s Worship
6 pm Youth Praise and Worship

Wednesday Schedule
5:45 - 6:15 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Children’s, Youth, Adult

Programs

Philadelphia
 Missionary Baptist

Church Services

Rev. James W. Ramsey - Pastor
2nd and 4th Sundays 11:00 am

Mid-week service
every Wednesday 6:00 pm

 taught by Minister Bernard Carter
Awesome Sunday School
every Sunday 9:45 am

taught by Bro. Bobby Hill
or Minister Bernard Carter for adults

and Sis. Josie “Jackson”
& Sis. Monique Taylor for the children.

Men’s Day service will be held
on the 4th Sunday in July at 11:00 am

Always remember that
Man is Mighty but God is Almighty
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US
AND HELP MAKE THIS NEWSPAPER POSSIBLE

Overhead Door Company of Gainesville

POST OFFICE BOX 568
GAINESVILLE, FL 32602

OFFICE: (352) 468-2733
FAX: (352) 468-1453

Waldo Phoenix
Advertising Rate Sheet

(effective date: March 1, 2010)

Your 8-1/2" x 11" or smaller flyers will be inserted @ $25.00/250
per month.

We will work with you to create your ad.
We can add clip art, photos or your logo.
Call 352-468-1910 - Advertising Editor

email: HistoricWaldo@gmail.com
The Waldo Phoenix is published monthly by the Waldo
Historical Society, a non-profit organization whose mission is
to preserve and promote the history of the City of Waldo,
Florida. The Waldo Historical Society has no paid officers and
no employees. All donations are tax-exempt under section
501© 3 of the Internal Revenue Service and 100% are used to
support our mission.

Subway of Waldo

Present this coupon for $1 off a FOOTLONG™
OR $.50 off a 6" SUB!

Located on NE HWY 301 next to Dollar General
Call 352-468-1163 or fax 352-468-1153

Thank You for Supporting Your Waldo Historical Society
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