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Waldo Baptist Church
Thanksgiving Dinner

for Seniors

T
he senior citizens of Waldo
have so much to be
thankful for. Not the least

of which is the dinner put on by
the Waldo Baptist Church, the
Thursday before Thanksgiving.

This years event couldn’t
have been better if we’d all been
asked to make our wish-list
available to the wonderful people
of the Challenger Circle.

How many seniors get
invited to a Thanksgiving Dinner,
and are served an absolutely
delicious turkey dinner by very
polite and attentive young people,
each of whom cater to your every
wish? More tea? Coffee? Yes,
Ma’am. After clearing our plates,
dessert was served, with your
choice of Apple, Pumpkin, Pecan,
Strawberry-Rhubarb (to die for)
pie.

T h e  i n c r e d i b l e
entertainment furnished by the
one and only Rev. Jim DuBois, 
brought us up-to-date on the latest
activities of Agnes and Alma, the
“Cousins.”

But wait! There’s more! A
drawing for prizes. Wonderful,
thoughtful, valuable prizes. Can it
get any better? As the lucky
numbers are drawn and called,
that same wonderful preacher
(along with others), actually hand-
delivers your prize, while other
numbers are being drawn. So
many prizes. And then we are
asked if anyone didn’t get a prize,

to raise their hand. Those people
had their choice of one of the
exquisite pies to take home. Mmm
mmm mmmm.

The Challenger Circle and
the Waldo Baptist Church deserve
a loud and grateful round of
applause by the seniors of Waldo.
It just doesn’t get any better.

City of Waldo News
by Kim Worley
City Manager

and
The City of Waldo

Teaming up for a
Free Food Distribution

Saturday, December 10, 2016
From 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

14705 NE Waldo Road
(under the overpass)

For information contact City Hall
(352) 468-1001

First Come - First Served
This agency is an equal

opportunity provider

 Christmas at the Caboose

Y
ou are invited to Christmas
at the Caboose on
Thursday, December 15,

2016 at 6:00 p.m. at Waldo City
Park.

Come visit with Santa Claus.
See and enjoy the Christmas lights
and music.

There will be a small gift
giveaway for ages infant to twelve
years of age.

Waldo Fire Department

A
lachua County and the City
of Waldo celebrated the
new Waldo Fire Department

ground breaking on Friday
November 4, 2016.  This project
shows what the County and City
can accomplish while working
together for the good of all
citizens. The new Fire Department
will be a beautiful asset to the City
of Waldo.  It will be located on the
corner of  US Hwy 301 and NE
144th Ave.   The agreement called
for the City of Waldo to furnish the
land and the County would build
the station.  The City had a parcel
in the new location and the late J.
D. Griffis owned the rest of the
surrounding property. Mr. Griffis
donated a portion and the City
donated their lot so the fire
department had a future home.

The old Fire Department will
now house Waldo’s Public Works
Department.

All the gifts in the Twelve Days
of Christmas would equal 364
gifts.



Waldo Veterans

A Little Bird Told Me
by Lucy Roe Cook

T
here is good
news from the
WHS and it is a

new life about to be
born to Andrew and
Ellie Floyd of Waldo. 

May your new year be filled with
joy for the three of you. Our
beautiful butterflies are getting
ready for new life in the Spring.

Waldo Baptist Church gave
its annual Senior Dinner on 
Thursday before Thanksgiving. 
Well done. The youth served the
meal at the tables.  There was so
much good food and gifts for
everyone.  It was wonderful to be
with family and friends.  

Our new firehouse faclility is
moving right along and with it
hopefully other facilities.   

The Veterans picnic and
terrific program was a success. 
Thank you to all those who served
in all branches of the military.

Let us be grateful to one

another.  We made it through yet
another election. Isn’t it great to
be an American. Let us pull
together in harmony and count our
many blessings. Count them one
by one.  

Waldo is rich in history.  Call
to learn information on homes and
families. Let the WHS walk you
through Waldo past to the present.

Visit the Waldo Railroad Musuem
and the Veterans Park.  If you
desire a guide call  352-215-9490.
If you would like to share your
knowledge of the history of Waldo
you will be so welcome to call.

Even though the cold is
here, Waldo is warm with history. 
We study to preserve our history.
To avoid stumbling into the future.
This Little Bird will see you in the
new year. Merry Christmas.

The Perfect
Christmas Gift
If you’re searching for the

perfect Christmas gift for that
person who has everything, look
no further.

A subscription to the Waldo
Phoenix will keep your out of state
relative current on everything that

is going on in
Waldo.

If they
h a d  b e e n
receiving the
Phoenix during
2016, they
would have

known about the closing of our
school, the ground-breaking of the
new Fire Department, the Grand
Opening of the Waldo Historical
Railroad Museum, the new
restaurants in town, and the loss
of our Police Department.

For each subscription, send
your check or money order for
$12.00, along with the name and
address of your favorite recipients
to Waldo Historical Society, P.O.
Box 459, Waldo, Florida 32694 and
we’ll mail them the Waldo Phoenix
each month starting in January,
2017.

WALDO LIBRARY NEWS

W
hat’s going on at your local
Waldo Library? Come join
us for some entertaining

programs:

“CREATING HOLIDAY GIFT
CANDLE & CARD”

Yerkes Center
Sunday, December 4

2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
~~~~~~~~- AND -~~~~~~~~

“CELEBRATING 113 YEARS
OF FLIGHT!”

Join us for Paper Airplane
making:

Yerkes Center
Sunday, December 17

2:00 p.m. - 3 p.m.

According to the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), there
are 2,106 million children under
age 18 in the world. If there are
on average 2.5 children per
household, Santa would have to
make 842 million stops on
Christmas Eve, traveling 221
million miles. To reach all 842
million stops, Santa would need
to travel between houses in
2/10,000/second, which means
he would need to accelerate
12.19 million miles (20.5 billion
meters) per second on each
stop. The force of this
acceleration would reduce Santa
to “chunky salsa.”
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Waldo Community
Center News

by Thelma Bay

A
ll of us at the Community
Center hope all of our
friends and neighbors are

doing well and enjoying this cooler
weather. A little rain would be nice
but we can’t have everything.

Veterans Day in the Park
was so nice. Great speakers, good
food, friends and family. We hope
that in the future we can have
many community gatherings in our
beautiful park. The opening of the
caboose was enjoyed by many
visitors and local folks.

If you like Bingo, come join
us at the community Center on
Monday mornings at around 9:00
a.m. Bring a few small prizes to
share and get ready to have a
good time.

S
een at the Old Cigar Factory
recently:

Alabama was the first state in
the United States to officially
recognize Christmas in 1836.

Christmas wasn’t declared an
official holiday in the United
States until June 26, 1870.

Oklahoma was the last U.S.
state to declare Christmas a
legal holiday, in 1907.

History Revealed:
Profile of an Historic
Waldo Home and its
Inhabitants, Part I

Ellie Floyd

I
t sits high on Cracker Hill,
an imposing edif ice
becko

n i n g  t h e
vis i tor to
discover its
secrets... at
least, that's
how I felt
upon seeing
our home,
the Seigler-
Kinzer house, for the first time. It

is only a block from State Road 24,
but is shielded by the old Seay
bungalow and its massive,
sprawling oak across a limerock
road. Just beyond our backyard,
the old Granger house and its tree
canopy provide a picturesque
borrowed landscape.

The frame vernacular-style
dwelling began as a simple gable-
front shape, two rooms deep. A
western addition transformed it
into a gable-front-and-wing,
though it has an irregular plan due
to later additions on the south
side. Much of the original cypress
drop-siding remains on the exterior
of this traditionally white house,
while decorative corbels under the
eaves of the old shingle and tin
roof give it a Folk-Victorian feel.
The wraparound front porch has

undergone several alterations, and
as the ceiling paint begins to shed
its most recent layer, the “haint
blue” underneath is being
revealed. In the southern tradition,
that shade was thought to ward off
spirits. 

Andrew and I may be only
the third family group to own this
house in Sparkman’s Addition
during its 120+year history, having
purchased the nearly half-acre lot
from the Womeldorf family two
years ago. We are undertaking a
part renovation/part restoration of
the old house, which is recorded in
the Florida Master Site File as an
architecturally significant structure
for the town of Waldo. This project
has been a humbling and eye-
opening experience; discovering
the lives of those who dwelt in this
house while revealing its physical
layers gives every board and nail
meaning.

The exact date of
construction and builder of the
house is uncertain. The land the
house sits upon was first owned by
the Florida Railroad Company
before it was transferred, by
trustees Soutter and McRae, to the
Blakes in 1867. Peter William
Washington Sparkman became the
landholder in 1871, and owned a
grist mill and packing plant near
his home in this area. Over the
next ten years, the land
subsequently passed through the
hands of Robert Weeks, Abraham
Crosby, and James Sparkman. In
1881,  P.W.W. Sparkman
reacquired the land; he divided the
uniquely-shaped parcel, lying
between the Transit and
Peninsular Railroads, into multiple
lots.
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From 1881 to 1884, a
section of lots R, S, T, and U in

Sparkman’s Addition was owned by
Mary Weeks, then Julia Blackstock,
and later James Weeks. Our house
is on lot U, which was not sold
individually until James Weeks
deeded it to Lula Seigler for $500
in 1894. He’d sold lots R, S, and T
combined for the same price in
1890, which seems to suggest that
a structure was already in
existence on Lot U when Seigler
purchased it. Conversely, her
family would own the property for
47 years, a much longer period
during which to create a home.
Charles Womeldorf, who most
recently owned the house,
remembers a conversation he had
with Lula Seigler’s daughter, Isla:
she said she was a young girl
when her father, William David
Seigler, built the house. At the
same time, he recollects seeing an
old window on the second floor
etched with the year “1870.” This
raises the question of whether the
house was constructed with
materials taken from an older
home, or whether the Seiglers
simply added onto an existing
building. At the very least, we are
certain that the rear kitchen
addition was built under their
ownership, as old boards we
exposed in the ceiling there were
inscribed: “Mrs. L.D. Seigler,
Waldo, Fla.”

Lula A. Deupree and William
David Seigler were married in 1885
at the First Baptist Church of
Gainesville, having children Isla in
1889 and Harry David in 1891. The
family unit lived in the town of
Waldo from at least 1891 on, and
at some point before moving to
the house in Sparkman’s Addition,
William had lived in the “J.B.
Schuman” house, likely while it
was under the ownership of C.K.
Dutton. The design of that house,
now owned by Mary Baxla, bears
similarities to ours.

Lula was born in Ladonia,
Texas in 1860 to Elijah Deupree, a
dry goods merchant, and his wife,
Harriet. The Deuprees lived for a
time in Mississippi before moving
to Gainesville in 1878. After Elijah’s
death in 1896, Harriet joined her
daughter Lula’s new family in their
Cracker Hill home; she lived here
with them until her death in 1920.

William, or W.D., was born
in 1857 in Florida, his family being
settled in Putnam County by 1860.
His parents, Marshal Seigler and
Permelia Ellen Johnson, hailed
from South Carolina. Marshal, who
would later become a co-founder
of the Etoniah Canal and Drainage
Company, began his career as a
general merchant in Waldo. His
business was called Seigler &
Johnson, his partner likely his
brother-in-law. He notably
employed William Baxter Phifer,
who later opened his own store in
Waldo with Marshal’s son, W.D. In
1882, the young merchants sold
that business and opened Seigler
& Phifer in Gainesville. Their ad
appeared in the 1883 publication,
The Eden of the South. At the end
of that year, they closed their
Gainesville store and began a new
venture in Rochelle. How long they
remained partners is unclear.

Phifer eventually went into
business with his brothers, and
together they opened the Phifer
State Bank.

W.D. ultimately became a
general merchant in his own right. 
His Waldo store purveyed, among
other goods; boots, fashions,
paints, fertilizer, and groceries like
Ballard's Obelisk flour. The
Gainesville Daily Sun of 1905
called him “one of the oldest
established and most successful
merchants of Waldo.” He was a
Mason, as well as an early member
of the Odd Fellows, Union Lodge,
No. 2.

The Seiglers were much
involved in the social events taking
place in Waldo just after the turn
of the century. For the crystal
wedding of the Langs in March
1907, Lula Seigler assisted in
receiving the guests, and at the
twentieth anniversary of the
Grangers on May 4th, her daughter
Isla Seigler helped serve the
luncheon. A gem of an article
appeared in the February 3rd, 1907
issue of the Sun about an “Old
Ladies’ Tea Party” given in the
home of Mrs. Seigler. The party
was comprised of “eleven ladies
whose united ages amounted to
760 years.”

To be continued…
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A Move to Waldo
A Nice and Charming

Surprise
By Logan Fernandez-

Smith

W
hen I first found out that
my family and I were
moving to Waldo, I asked

“Where’s Waldo?” I had never
heard of the place. The first thing
I noticed was how small the town
was: a few restaurants, a few gas
stations, a few neighborhoods, and
a closed down school, and no high
speed digital internet. You
wouldn’t think much of it. 

But then, after a while, you
realize the beauty of the place.
The neighborhoods are always
quiet, except for the train that
goes by at night, constant as a
midsummer rain. The houses are
nice and affordable, many of them
being older and having histories
spanning a hundred years. Every
morning when I leave for school
there’s always a reflective sign at
the old Cigar Factory, giving me
something to think about. 

The people are nice and
kind, I get a good morning from
my neighbors when I pass by their
homes. The lake is magnificent,
and a great spot to fish depending
on where you go. The
neighborhoods are filled with
diverse greenery and colorful
flowers, making a walk around

town a place of natural discoveries
if you know where to look.

The library is within walking
distance, a nice perk to the move
since they allow me to rent free
books and movies for up to two
weeks. 

I like Waldo. I believe it is a
great place to live. I’m excited to
be given the opportunity to write
for Waldo. I’m excited to learn,
discover and share with you all the
treasures that Waldo has to offer. 
Whatever it is I write in the future,
I hope you enjoy it. That is my
goal.

Waldo Eastern
Star Chapter

120
Hosts Official

Inspection
by Mary Baxla

O
ctober found Waldo Eastern
Star Chapter 120 ladies and
gents to be the target of an

Official Inspection by the Grand
Chapter of Florida. This is an
annual undertaking for the
purpose of examining the records
and work of the Chapter
throughout the past year. It’s a big
deal---kind of like an audit in a less
social business world---and not
necessarily looked forward to.

Prior to the Chapter’s usual
Monday 7:30 business meeting all
books maintained by the Chapter’s
Secretary and Treasurer were
reviewed by Sister Sharon
Strosnider, Associate Grand
Conductress, accompanied by
Sister Dee Laird, Past Grand
Matron, both of the Grand Chapter
of Florida. 

Following a successful
review of Chapter books,  Chapter
120 hosted a members and guests
dinner at Starke Steakhouse. 

Dinner attendees included Eastern
Star members from Waldo #120,
Keystone Heights # 279.
Gainesville # 44 and # 310, as
well as additional visiting officers
of the Florida Grand Chapter and
appointees of the General
(International) Grand chapter.  

After dinner it was back to
our business meeting at the Waldo
Masonic Lodge, presided over by
Chapter Worthy Matron and
Worthy Patron, Sheila and Bill
Coleman. Following further review
of Chapter members’ work.  Sister
Sharon thanked everyone for
participating and complimented
members on their work, with a
special thanks to Brother Bob
Hodgson, Associate Patron, for his
outstanding work.

Before adjournment the
Inspecting Officer was honored
with Waldo member David
M i k u l s k i ’ s  b r e a t h - t a k i n g
performance of a Josh Groban
song “You Raise Me Up”.

Waldo 120 is a small
chapter but what it lacks in size it
does make up for in a friendly
atmosphere, kind and caring
members and always lots of great
food. After delicious refreshments
and lots of talk, everyone went
home stuffed and happy. (And it
really wasn’t as bad as an audit.) 

Anyone who would like to
know more about the Order of the
Eastern Star is invited to call
Waldo 120’s current Worthy
Matron, Sheila Coleman, at 9367
859-8592 or Secretary, Mary Baxla
at 352 468-2731.

Artificial Christmas trees have
outsold real ones since 1991.
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OBITUARIES
The publishers of The
Waldo Phoenix are
pleased to publish
any  obituaries of

Waldo families at no charge.

DANIEL PLATT
PLATT, DANIEL, 89 

Daniel Platt,
a g e  8 9 ,
R e t i r e d
G e n e r a l
M o t o r s
Employee and
U S  A r m y
V e t e r a n ,

peacefully transitioned on
Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at
North Florida Regional Medical
Center (Gainesville, FL). 

The Graveside Service will
be held 11:00AM Tuesday,
November 1, 2016, at Forest
Meadows Memorial Park-Central
(Gainesville, FL) with Pastor
Byron Shorter officiating. Mr.
Platt will be viewed at the Funeral
Home on Monday 2:00-7:00PM -
And on Tuesday at the Cemetery
with the Processional. 

Endearing memories will
remain with his wife - Bertha
Jones Platt of Waldo, FL;
daughters - Naomi McCray
(Sheila Foster - deceased); sons -
Kenneth Platt (& Lillie) and
Jerode Platt; 9 grandchildren; 9
great grandchildren; siblings -
Sadie Shorter (Luvenia Walker,
Isabelle Jackson, Leila Robinson
and Mack Platt, Jr. - deceased);
in-laws; and a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends. 

KENNETH GILLIAM
Kenneth Gilliam passed

away at home on October 19,
2017. He was born July, 17 1941
in Anderson, South Carolina. Mr.
Gilliam moved to Florida in 1974
and owned and operated a carpet
business until his retirement in
2000. 

He is survived by his wife
of 42 years Marie, and five adult
children; Michael Gilliam of
Fairbanks, Fl, Roger Gilliam of
Gainesville, Fl, Anthony Gilliam of
Fairbanks, Fl, Theresa Gilliam of
Georgia, and Keith Gilliam of
Fairbanks, Fl. Four grandchildren
and one great grandchild. He is
preceded in death by his son
Randy Gilliam. 

Service for Mr. Gilliam will
take place on Saturday,
November 5, 2017 at 3 pm, at
First Baptist Church in Waldo, Fl. 
In lieu of flowers please make
donations to Hospice of
Savannah, Georgia.

ELLIS, ANNIE MAE 
Mrs. Annie
Mae Ellis, age
91, passed
away October
29, 2016 at
S h a n d s
Hospital at
the University

of Florida. Mrs. Ellis was a
member of Free Cannan United
Methodist Church where she sang
in the Choir. Her children; Robert
Earl Davis, John Lee Davis, Benji
Annette Lumpkin, preceded her
in death. 

Mrs. Ellis is survived by her
daughter, Yvonne Strong (Fred),
Gainesville, FL; siblings, Ada
Houston, Jacksonville, FL, Ida
Johnson, Atlanta, GA, Herbert

Pelham (Genthel), Juanita
Camps, Lisa Coleman (Alfred),
Rosanna Patrick (Rev. Clifford),
Susan Williams, all of Gainesville,
F L ,  t e n  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,
twenty-nine great grandchildren,
and eighteen great-great
grandchildren. 

Funeral Services for Mrs.
Ellis will be held, 12:00noon,
Saturday, November 5, 2016 at
Philadelphia Baptist Church, Rev.
James Ramsey, Pastor, Rev.
Frankie Thomas, Officiating;
burial will follow in Free Cannan
C e m e t e r y ,  W a l d o ,  F L .
Arrangements entrusted to
Chestnut Funeral Home, Inc., 18
N.W. 8th Avenue, Gainesville, FL. 

Mrs. Ellis will repose in the
Chestnut Memorial Chapel Friday,
November 4, 2016 from 2:00pm
until 7:00pm. The Family will
receive friends on Saturday at the
Church from 11:00am until the
hour of Service. Family and
friends are asked to meet on
Saturday at the home of her
sister, Ms. Susan Williams, 4727
N.W. 105th Lane, Staghorn
Subdivision, Gainesville, at
10:00am to form the cortege. In
lieu of flowers, the family asks
that contributions be made to
Free Cannan United Methodist
Church, Waldo, FL. 

6



Information Please!

Waldo Phone Numbers You Might Need

(Cut Out and Place By Your Phone)

City Hall 468-1001
After Hours Water Emergency 258-3110
Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222
Police or Fire Emergencies 911
Sheriff’s Dept. Non-Emergencies 955-1818
Power Outages 1-800-468-8243
Waldo Library 468-3298
Waldo Community Center 468-2336
Waldo Fire Department 468-1301
Waldo Post Office 468-1970
Waldo Historical Society 468-3503
Waldo Phoenix 468-1910
Windstream Phone repair 1-800-347-1991

December Birthdays
3 P.J. Bedford 17 Margaret Cannon
4 Louie Davis 18 William Jackson
5 Leanna Fricks 20 Bernard Carter
6 Denise Burnham Baun 20 Alex Mauldin 

7 Carson Piemons 23 Donna K. Smart
8 Mary Ann Rich 24 Mac Cawley
16 Eugene Wilson 26 Lisa Hill
17 Rayford English 30 Kimberly Harrison
17 Kevin Mauldin

Have Brush Will Travel

Gifford’s Painting
Residential &
Commercial

Power Washing
Free Estimates

Scott Grady 352-494-7501

NOTICE!

The Waldo Phoenix is growing. We need writers,
reporters, advertising people. Get involved - help us
make this the best newspaper for Waldo.
If you know what’s going on in Waldo, we’d love to
have you share it with us and everyone else.

Phone: 352-468-1910
email: historicwaldo@gmail.com

Philadelphia
 Missionary Baptist

Church Services

Rev. James W. Ramsey - Pastor
2nd and 4th Sundays 11:00 am

Mid-week service
every Wednesday 6:00 pm

 taught by Minister Bernard Carter
Awesome Sunday School
every Sunday 9:45 am

taught by Bro. Bobby Hill
or Minister Bernard Carter for adults

and Sis. Josie “Jackson”
& Sis. Monique Taylor for the children.

Men’s Day service will be held
on the 4th Sunday in July at 11:00 am

Always remember that
Man is Mighty but God is Almighty

First Baptist Church, Waldo
Hwy 24

352-468-1721
Sunday Schedule

9:15 - 9:45 Refreshments
9:45 Bible Study (all ages)

11:00 am & 6 pm Worship
11:00 am & 6 pm Children’s Worship
6 pm Youth Praise and Worship

Wednesday Schedule
5:45 - 6:15 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Children’s, Youth, Adult

Programs
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US
AND HELP MAKE THIS NEWSPAPER POSSIBLE

Overhead Door Company of Gainesville

POST OFFICE BOX 568
GAINESVILLE, FL 32602

OFFICE: (352) 468-2733
FAX: (352) 468-1453

Waldo Phoenix
Advertising Rate Sheet

(effective date: March 1, 2010)

Your 8-1/2" x 11" or smaller flyers will be
inserted @ $25.00/250 per month.

We will work with you to create your ad.
We can add clip art, photos or your logo.

Call 352-468-1910 - Advertising Editor
email: HistoricWaldo@gmail.com

Subway of Waldo

Present this coupon for $1 off a FOOTLONG™
OR $.50 off a 6" SUB!

Located on NE HWY 301 next to Dollar General
Call 352-468-1163 or fax 352-468-1153

Thank You for Supporting Your Waldo Historical Society
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