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W.H.S. News
 by Penny

Dodd

W
ell, it’s about durn time,
doncha’ think, that the
Waldo Historical Railroad

Museum is ready to open? It’s
been such a long time coming, but
at 10 o’clock on July 4, we will
finally be unveiling to you all we
have been working on for so many
years.

The museum is planned to
be a self-guided tour through the
caboose, with most items labeled
for your interest. Someone will be
available to answer any questions
you might have.

We want everyone to know
how everything worked in the
caboose, and who did what.

There will be goodies to
share with the kids, (while supplies
last) and a few collectibles
available for a small donation. We
even dug up a few of our special
railroad calendars from 2010 for
those who didn’t get one back in
the day.

The City of Waldo will be in
Waldo Veterans Park having a
cookout with hot dogs and drinks
and a water slide for the kids.
There is entertainment planned on
the stage of the Museum, too.

We’d love to see you there.
Please come take a look and tell us
what you think. Bring a chair if you
need to sit, as seating is definitely

limited. 

Caboose Sculpture
Contest

A
winner has been selected
and notified by USPS mail
for our Caboose Sculpture

Contest. We want to thank all of
those who entered.

The winner will be
announced during the GRAND
OPENING of the Railroad Museum
at HIGH NOON on the museum
stage.

C o m e  e n j o y  t h e
entertainment and food. It will be
a great way to celebrate our
Independence Day in Waldo.

Community Center News
by Thelma Bay

G
reetings to all of you
from all of us at the
Community Center.

Our Waldo Summer Camp has
started and we are happy to see
all of our kids again.

When our school was
closed, our town became very
quiet. No more school yard
laughter, no more sounds of kids
just having fun. No more school

bells ringing marking off the days
schedule. For most of us this is the
first time in a yar that we have
seen the children. My oh My. Have
they grown!

On Saturday, July 16th from
9:30 to 12:30 there will be a food
give-away under the overpass.
This is headed up by a group
called Farm Share - feeding
families. If you need more info call
City Hall at 468-1001.

On Thursday August 25th

starting at 9:30 a.m. Three Rivers
Legal Services will be sending out
our two favorite young lawyers for
a question and answer session. Be
sure and mark your calendars for
this opportunity to get legal advice
for free!

While we have summer
Camp, our Bingo games are
cancelled until mid-August.
However, we still have free meals
for Seniors 60 and over. If you are
interested, come see me at the
center or call 468-2336.

The Waldo Historical Society is
in need of someone with
experience as a brick mason
(to set engraved bricks). If you
are interested and qualified,
please call 352-468-1910 or
s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o :
historicwaldo@gmail.com.



RESTAURANT REVIEWS
by Linda Hall Vlacos

The Crafty Bastards 

M
y GHS class has dinner once
a month at different
restaurants. This month we

tried The Crafty Bastards located in
Magnolia Park off of 39th avenue. 

Sandwichs ,  pan in i s , 
meatloaf, chicken shrimp, etc.  The
portions were generous and good
and service was excellent.

Starke has a new restaurant
at 127 Call street called Coming
Home Cafe.  It is a buffet.  They
haven’t gotten their buffet
equipment in yet so they are using
crockpots but they had a good
variety and the food was very
good.  A lot of Waldo people tried
them out Tuesday, June 21st. 
service was excellent, A nice place
to go.

Maple Street Biscuit Co.
3904 S.W Archer Road

Gainesville, Fl.
by Sarah Edmondson

M
aple Street Biscuit
Company recently
opened it's doors to

rave reviews. It is in the old
Barnes and Noble space, in Butler
Plaza. Bob and I had lunch there
the week after it opened. The
restaurant is very unique and the
sandwiches were delicious. They
have over 20 sandwiches to select
from. 

Bob had the Sticky Maple,
which is fried chicken and smoked
bacon on a biscuit covered with
pure maple syrup. I had The
Farmer, which is fried chicken,
smoked bacon, cheddar cheese on
a biscuit with their homemade
apple butter on top. They were
both delicious and I cannot wait to
go back and try another selection.

For dessert you can have a
pecan and cinnamon filled biscuit.
The jams, jellies and apple butter
are house made. The pepper jelly
is not very spicy and delicious.

Seating is family style and
very casual. A fun place to eat.
They recently extended their hours
and are open for dinner Friday and
Saturday now.

Randy's Ribs 
14805 N.E. Waldo Rd.

Waldo, Fl.
352-468-1345

by Sarah Edmondson

M
y sister, her friend and I
had lunch at Randy's Ribs
today. I have ordered take

out several times from Randy's and
have never been disappointed. The
menu displays barbecue, seafood,
poor boys, hamburgers, reubens,
Pastrami sandwiches, gator, frog
legs, chicken wings and much
more. Most everything comes with
2 sides. 18 sides to choose from.
The hardest part is deciding what
you want to eat. 

They have a bar inside if
you want to eat inside, and a large
covered area outside with tables if
you so desire.

Randy's Ribs have  become
a favorite with the locals and
business community from the
surrounding area.

OBITUARIES
The publishers of The
Waldo Phoenix are
pleased to publish any 
obituaries of Waldo
families at no charge.

WHITMIRE, CAROLYN ELOISE 
Carolyn Eloise
Whitmire, born
i n  W a l d o ,
F l o r i d a  i n
1928, passed
a w a y  i n
Birmingham,
Alabama on

May 26, 2016. She was
predeceased by her parents,
Bartlett J. Holly and Ruby E. Holly,
her husband Drennen L. Whitmire
and her two minor brothers,
Donald Devoe Holly and Bartlett J.
Holly, Jr. Carolyn is survived by
her son, Drennen L. Whitmire, Jr.
and his wife Cynthia of Wellington,
Florida and her daughter, Carolyn
Holly Whitmire of Birmingham,
Alabama. She was interred in
Laurel Grove Cemetery in Waldo,
Florida.

WRIGHT, EDDIE, 64 
Hawthorne -
Eddie Wright
died June 16,
2016. Survived
by a daughter,
Shenetta M.
Green (Ivan),

Alachua, FL; grandson, Dominique
Gordon (Rose), Ft. Lauderdale, FL;
a sister, Elnora Wright, Waldo, FL;
2 brothers, Tom Wright, Palatka,
FL and Lester Wright (Shirley),
Ocala, FL; and a host of other
relatives and friends. 

Graveside Funeral Services 
held 11:00 am Saturday, June 25,
2016 at Hawthorne Cemetery. 
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HE’S NOT GONNA BE
HAPPY ABOUT THAT
by Mary Sue Holton

T
h e  l a s t
summer that
w e  l i v e d

together as a family,
Daddy rented a 2
story house for us in
Alachua, Florida. It was kind of like
a “summer vacation” home for us
and it sat in the middle of a large
parcel of country acreage. On one
side was a fairly steep, grass
covered hill which seemed
destined to host the four of us as
we rolled down it in every
contraption we could get our
hands on. Tires, bikes, wagons,
boxes and even an old round cow
trough were all transformed into
modes of travel down the
precarious “Thrill Hill” as we soon
named it. 

The back portion of
property was filled with rows and
rows of tobacco which the boys
were paid to help “crop” through
the summer. The other side of the
house was a thick patch of forest
where the boys spent a good bit of
time doing whatever it is that boys
do out in the woods. 

Daddy was the manager of
the new Kilgore Feed and Seed
Company in Alachua. And so we
closed up our house in Waldo for
the summer and called Alachua
our temporary “home”.

It was a real adventure for
the 4 of us kids. But Mama HATED
leaving Waldo, even for just the
summer. She refused to think of
the big 2 story house as “hers” and
took absolutely no interest in fixing
it up. She didn’t even hang
curtains up at the windows. And
this place was FILLED with
windows. It seemed to me that

every outside wall of this massive
house was nothing but glass. With
NO curtains! 

We learned pretty quickly
that it would be a good idea to
drape a couple of sheets over the
bathroom windows at bath time.
But other than that the whole
place was like a store front window
display and anybody who wanted
to could take a gander inside
anytime - day or night. 

Have I mentioned before
that I was (perhaps AM) a big fat
scaredy cat? Well, this house fed
the beast of my fears like an
unending buffet. It was a MASSIVE
home with a maze of rooms
upstairs and down. There were
four fireplaces, five bedrooms, an
oversized kitchen, dining and living
room. There was a separate pantry
which was every bit as big as the
kitchen. Screened porches ran the
entire length of the front and back
and down one side of the house.
And then there was the “extra”
room. I could never make my mind
up about the purpose of what I
called the “creepy” room. I steered
clear of it even in the day time, but
there was absolutely ZERO chance
that I would step a toe inside that
spook box at night. I was
convinced that it housed ghosts
and haunts and every manner of
evil spirit than anyone had ever
imagined. There were probably
caskets and tombs in there, along
with skeletons and skulls that
rattled in the night. One thing was
for certain. There was NOTHING in
there that I needed to see, hear,
touch or even know about. 

The three of us older kids
were given the three bedrooms
upstairs. The stairs were such that
you went up about 3 feet to a
landing where the direction of the
stair case turned in a different

direction for the remainder of the
climb. This created a large open
foyer that we could look down on
from the upstairs landing. I also
imagined that its dark shadows
made for excellent hiding where
the boogie man could lay in wait
until we were tucked into our beds
at night. 

I never really thought that
this house was “haunted” (except
for the “extra” room”).  I just
didn’t feel safe in the spaciousness
of a house so widely spread out. 

I would lie in my bed at
night with my eyes FIXED on the
wall of windows in my bedroom
which faced, of course, the thick
stand of woods. I could sense that
evil eyes were watching me.
Someone was peeking through the
window and the minute that I
dared to close my eyes they would
reach through the glass and do
something awful to me. I didn’t
know what. I didn’t even want to
IMAGINE what they might do to
me. 

And so, keeping in mind the
only resource I’d ever had
available to me for personal
protection, I went straight to
Daddy. 

“Daddy, I think somebody’s
looking in my window at night.” I
told him. 
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“WHAT?” Daddy’s reaction
was a bit more zealous than I’d
expected. 

“Really Daddy,” I continued,
“I think somebody is watching
me.”

I saw what I had imagined
to be shock, melt into an amused
smile on Daddy’s face. “Well baby,
I’ll just tell you what I think.” he
said. “I don’t believe there’s
anybody TALL enough to be
looking in your window at night. I
don’t believe there’s anybody tall
enough to look in your window in
the daytime either. But here’s what
I’ll do. If there IS somebody
poking around here peeking in
your bedroom, I’ll saw his legs off
from down here. Then he’ll have to
look in MY window, and I don’t
think he’s gonna be very happy
about that.” 

Daddy reached over and
patted my leg. “Don’t you know
that Daddy ain’t about to let
anybody mess with his baby girl?
Daddy wouldn’t let you stay in a
house that wasn’t locked up tight.
And I sure ain’t about to put up
with a peeping Tom, short, tall or
otherwise.”

I don’t know what it was
about Daddy that ALWAYS put my
fears to rest. I had complete faith
in him and trusted that he would
always be there to protect me. I
never doubted that he loved me
and I never imagined that he
wouldn’t give his life to keep me
safe. 

The creepy bare widows
didn’t look quite so threatening to
me after that. I learned to close
my eyes and sleep in the safety of
a house where my Daddy stood
guard as my protector. And all too
soon the summer had slipped
away.

I never dreamed that those
summer nights would be the last
ones I would spend with Daddy. I
couldn’t have guessed that when
the summer had ended and it was
time to go back home to Waldo,
we would do so as a broken
family, leaving Daddy behind. I
would never have considered that
I would soon become “the
protector” and the one to whom
someone else looked for a sense
of security. 

That summer was the end
of my childhood. It was the
beginning of a chapter in my life
that was difficult and trying.
Challenging and filled with
struggles. It was the end of
innocence and the introduction of
hardship. I would dance with every
manner of poverty and despair
imaginable for the next 21 years of
my life. The eyes of evil would
indeed be stationed just outside
the window of my very being. But
at the center of it all lived a
strength that would eventually
surprise even me.

It would take many years
for me to truly find my way back
“home”. But the compass of my
soul would prove to be enough to
eventually get me there.

Victoria Claflin Woodhull, later
Victoria Woodhull Martin
(September 23, 1838 – June 9,
1927) was an American leader
of the woman's suffrage
movement. In 1872, Woodhull
was the first female candidate
for President of the United
States.

W
aldo’s official sign man, Mr.
Bobby Cook captured a
happy moment for one of

our long-time couples, Mr. and
Mrs. Quitman Hall.

Allie Mae and Quitman Hall
have been happily married for 69
years and have lived in Waldo their
whole married life. Quitman was
born and raised in Waldo and 
brought his beautiful bride to
Waldo from where they met in
Gainesville.

A Little
Bird Told

Me
by Lucy

Roe Cook

A
s I was out and about I saw
a sign:

“Waldo Historical Railroad
Museum.”

My feathers began to ruffle.
There it was on the caboose.

The “Busy Bees” of W.H.S.
have done it. The opening on the
4th of July. Help Waldo to celebrate
with music, food and a tour of the
museum.

Be blessed, Waldonians
everywhere. See you next month.
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Schools  Superintendent
Owen Roberts resigns

By Jenny Wilson
Published in Gainesville Sun:
Tuesday, June 21, 2016 at 1:08
p.m.

A
lachua County Public
Schools Superintendent
Owen Roberts has resigned.
Owen Roberts, the

embattled Superintendent of
Schools for Alachua County,
announced his resignation Tuesday
– a decision that follows some
negative evaluations he received
from members of the School
Board.

“I would like to thank you
for the opportunity to serve the
families and children of the
Alachua County Public Schools
over the past two years,” Roberts
wrote in his letter of resignation. “I
trust that my contribution, though
brief, has left a path for others to
follow in continuing the
educational improvements for boys
and girls, especially those who are
underachieving.”

Roberts’ resignation is
effective 20 weeks from the school
board’s acceptance of his letter –
the delay is built into his $160,000
contract. Board members and the
county attorney are exploring ways
to give Roberts a severance
package that would relieve him of
his duties even sooner, so that he
would not have to remain in his
position through November.

Roberts has been the
subject of criticism on multiple
occasions over the past several
months. First, in January, an
education consultant he hired –
who was earning a six-figure,
taxpayer-funded salary – resigned
amid allegations of inappropriate
conduct. The consultant had a
close friendship with Roberts. In
April, the Gainesville Sun revealed
that Roberts’ book, “A Framework
for Improving School Systems in
the 21st Century,” had come under
fire in academic circles for
containing passages that were
lifted verbatim from other
academic sources cited in the text.

“When you don’t have the
support of three of your board
members,” it’s tough to stay, said
board member Eileen Roy, who
gave him an “unsatisfactory” rating
in evaluations recently published to
the district’s website. Board
member April Griffin also rated
R o b e r t s ’  p e r f o r m a n c e
“unsatisfactory,” and board
member Gunnar Paulson gave him
another negative rating, of “needs
improvement.”

Roberts received positive
ratings, of “effective” and “highly
effective,” from school board chair
Rob Hyatt and board member
Leanetta McNealy.

The local branch of the
NAACP has supported Roberts,
who is black, throughout his
tenure. At a meeting Monday,
pastors and other community
leaders called on members of the
community to “show up in great
numbers” to support Roberts at
Tuesday night’s school board
meeting.

Roberts' resignation is likely
to be a topic of discussion at the
meeting tonight, as the school
board is voting to accept the

evaluations of each of the
members – a formality that will
give the public a chance to weigh
in on Roberts’ departure. The
meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m.,
and expected to last hours.

Roberts' letter reads as
follows:

I would like to thank you for
the opportunity to serve the
families and children of Alachua
County Public Schools over the
past two years. I trust that my
contribution, though brief, has left
a path for others to follow in
continuing the educational
improvements for boys and girls,
especially those who are
under-achieving.

I am tendering my
resignation as the Superintendent
of Alachua County Public Schools
effective twenty weeks from the
date of the board's acceptance of
this letter.

Best wishes for the years
ahead.

April M.
Griffin

Eileen F.
Roy

Leanetta
McNealy

Gunnar F.
Paulson

Robert P.
Hyatt
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RANDOM FACTS:

T
his Monday is Independence
Day. We will be celebrating
with fireworks, picnics and

music all in the name of our
country's freedom. I can't share
any fireworks with you, but I have
put together a few, fun facts to
pull on your friends and family
tomorrow. 

John Adams wrote that we
a c t u a l l y  d e c l a r e d  o u r
independence from Britain in
Philadelphia on July 2. "The
Second Day of July 1776, will be
the most memorable Epocha, in
the History of America," Adams
wrote on July 3, 1776. "It ought to
be solemnized with Pomp and
Parade, with Shews, Games,
Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and
Illuminations from one End of this
Continent to the other from this
Time forward forever more."

Bonus Fact:
The 56 signers of the

Declaration of Independence did
not sign at the same time, nor did
they sign on July 4, 1776. The
official event occurred on August
2, 1776, when 50 men signed it.
The names of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence were
withheld from the public for more
than six months to protect the
signers. If independence had not
been achieved, the treasonable act
of the signers would have, by law,
resulted in their deaths.

More Random Facts:

H
istory was made when the
New Horizons spacecraft
flew by Pluto. Now, all nine

of the solar system's traditionally
recognized planets have now been
visited by a robotic spacecraft - a
massive undertaking begun in
1962 when NASA's Mariner 2
probe zoomed past Venus.

So what do we know about
this erstwhile planet at the edge of
our solar system? 

Today's Random Fact:
There are no longer nine

officially recognized planets. The
International Astronomical Union
famously reclassified Pluto as a
"dwarf planet" in 2006, in a
decision that remains controversial
today.

Pluto was discovered in
1930 by American astronomer
Clyde Tombaugh, and the dwarf
planet has remained mysterious
ever since. 

Astronomers didn't know
Pluto had any moons until 1978,
when the dwarf planet's big
satellite, Charon, was first spotted.
At 750 miles in diameter, Charon is
about half as wide as Pluto itself.
Furthermore, the two bodies'
center of gravity lies outside the
dwarf planet, so many researchers
regard Pluto-Charon as a binary
system.

Bonus Fact:
Pluto's surface seems to be

much younger than Charon's gray
facade, New Horizons leader Alan
Stern said in a press conference.
Its relative lack of impact craters
suggest the dwarf planet's surface
is renewing, either by geological or
atmospheric activity, such as
erosion.

THRIFTY TIP

B
elieve it or not, for every
inch of rain that falls on an
area of 1,000 square feet,

you can expect to collect
approximately 600 gallons of
rainwater. Ten inches of rain
falling on a 1,000 square foot
catchment area will generate
about 6,000 gallons of rainwater. 

Besides helping the
environment, an obvious reason
for harvesting rainwater is to save
money. Depending on the size of
your house and the amount of
rainfall in your area, you can
collect a substantial amount of
rainwater with a simple system.
This extra water can have a
significant impact on your water
bill. The fact that rainwater is a
naturally soft water may be
enough to justify harvesting
rainwater. 

Rainwater
stored in rain
barrels has many
u s e s .  S o m e
people find it
mostly useful for
watering their landscapes and
gardens. Others find uses within
the house as well. Rainwater can
also be used for drinking but
requires special treatment with a
filtration system. You do not need
a filtration system for landscape
uses. You can use it directly from
your rain barrel on your garden. 

If you're harvesting
rainwater with rain barrels to use
for watering your landscaping, the
rainwater can help to improve the
health of your gardens, lawns, and
trees. Rain is a naturally soft water
and devoid of minerals, chlorine,
fluoride, and other chemicals. For
this reason, plants respond very
well to rainwater. After all, it's
what plants in the wild thrive on. 
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Information Please!

Waldo Phone Numbers You Might Need

(Cut Out and Place By Your Phone)
City Hall 468-1001
After Hours Water Emergency 258-3110
Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222
Police or Fire Emergencies 911
Sheriff’s Dept. Non-Emergencies 955-1818
Power Outages 1-800-468-8243
Waldo Library 468-3298
Waldo Community Center 468-2336
Waldo Fire Department 468-1301
Waldo Post Office 468-1970
Waldo Historical Society 468-3503
Waldo Phoenix 468-1910
Windstream Phone repair 1-800-347-1991

July Birthdays
1 Jenny Kimber 19 Nicholas Scott
3 Bianca Gutierrez 20 Eldred Bivins
5 Chris Ankney 21 Melba Hill
5 Oscar White 24 Roland Wise
7 Virginia McLendon 24 Betty Brooker
10 Carlton Davis 25 Kelli Juszak
13 Andrew Mitchell 27 Henrietta Armitage
13 Roosevelt Green 29 Alisa Andrijanoff
16 Leon Brookins 29 John Kimber

Have Brush Will Travel

Gifford’s Painting
Residential & Commercial

Power Washing
Free Estimates

Scott Grady 352-494-7501

NOTICE!
The Waldo Phoenix is growing. We need writers,
reporters, advertising people. Get involved - help us
make this the best newspaper for Waldo.
If you know what’s going on in Waldo, we’d love to
have you share it with us and everyone else.

Phone: 352-468-1910
email: historicwaldo@gmail.com

Philadelphia
 Missionary Baptist

Church Services

Rev. James W. Ramsey - Pastor
2nd and 4th Sundays 11:00 am

Mid-week service
every Wednesday 6:00 pm

 taught by Minister Bernard Carter
Awesome Sunday School
every Sunday 9:45 am

taught by Bro. Bobby Hill
or Minister Bernard Carter for adults

and Sis. Josie “Jackson”
& Sis. Monique Taylor for the children.

Men’s Day service will be held
on the 4th Sunday in July at 11:00 am

Always remember that
Man is Mighty but God is Almighty

First Baptist Church, Waldo
Hwy 24

352-468-1721
Sunday Schedule

9:15 - 9:45 Refreshments
9:45 Bible Study (all ages)

11:00 am & 6 pm Worship
11:00 am & 6 pm Children’s Worship
6 pm Youth Praise and Worship

Wednesday Schedule
5:45 - 6:15 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Children’s, Youth, Adult

Programs
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US
AND HELP MAKE THIS NEWSPAPER POSSIBLE

Overhead Door Company of Gainesville
POST OFFICE BOX 568
GAINESVILLE, FL 32602

OFFICE: (352) 468-2733
FAX: (352) 468-1453

Waldo Phoenix
Advertising Rate Sheet

(effective date: March 1, 2010)

Your 8-1/2" x 11" or smaller flyers will be
inserted @ $25.00/250 per month.

We will work with you to create your ad.
We can add clip art, photos or your logo.

Call 352-468-1910 - Advertising Editor

email: HistoricWaldo@gmail.com

Subway of Waldo

Present this coupon for $1 off a FOOTLONG™
OR $.50 off a 6" SUB!

Located on NE HWY 301 next to Dollar General
Call 352-468-1163 or fax 352-468-1153

Thank You for Supporting Your Waldo Historical Society
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