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A Little Bird Told Me
by Lucy Roe Cook

I
see the WHS is busy
preparing for the annual

s p a g h e t t i
dinner.  If you
g e t  y o u r
tickets ahead
it is $6.00 and
at the door it
is $7.00.  You

can get your tickets from any
member of the WHS in person or
by phone: 468-1910 or by email at
historicwaldo@gmail.com, or by
snail mail:  P.O. Box 459, Waldo
32694.

Eat in the air-conditioned
Family Life Center - or take it
home to the family. This Little Bird
remembers just how good the
dinners are each year. You will
enjoy a generous serving of
spaghetti with meat sauce, garden

salad, garlic toast, a drink and a
dessert.

Come and enjoy the
company of good friends or take
your meal home. Let it be a
memorable evening. 

Perhaps you will win the 
raffle for an Italian Dinner at
Francesca’s Trattoria in Gainesville.
Raffle  tickets are $1.00 each or
$5.00 for six.

Now our children are back
in school - Waldo is quiet. T h i s
Little Bird wishes the best for our
children this coming school year.  

As I was flying around the
city I saw a new fence around our
Memorial park.  Well done City of
Waldo.

The Mauldin family of
Cracker Hill are without Nana
Mauldin for she is recuperating in
the Shands hospital in Starke. 
Vera also is missed by the WHS for
she is the President. Continue to
heal Vera {Nana} you are loved
and needed.

Fall is coming.  Tomatoes
are gone and pumpkins are
coming.  Pumpkins are followed by
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and
Christmas.  The air will be cool, oh
joy.  Love one another.

O
n September 2 and 3,
Waldo Eastern Star Chapter
120 will be hosting a Yard

sale with portions of the sale
proceeds going to help a Shell
Elementary school teacher
purchase needed classroom
supplies and to assist a recent
cancer victim and her family who
are now preparing to auction off
personal possessions in order to
pay living expenses and continue
her treatment. Anyone with items
to donate for the September yard
sale should phone 352-468-2731
o r  y o u  c a n  e m a i l
smcoleman8592@gmail.com. 

For information about the
international non-profit Eastern
Star organization, drop by the
Waldo Masonic Lodge (behind
Waldo Library) during the
upcoming September Yard Sale.

Many thanks to all who
helped to make our Saturday
evening a most enjoyable success.
The food was truly delicious and
the company terrific.



352-468-2336
13558 NE 148th Ave

Community Center News
by Thelma Bay

G
reet ings f rom the
Community Center. Will
summer never end? Will

Santa arrive riding a sea-Doo and
wearing a bathing suit? Just
asking.

Lisa Hill’s summer camp is
over and the kids are back in
school. This was Lisa’s 6th year of
running the camp with her
incredible volunteers. Many thinks
go to Christine Hill, Mary Ann Rich,
Chris Jackson, Charles Griffin, Kim
Worley and Melanie Aultman.
Sharon Wilson helped when she
could.

We are excited to announce
that the young people’s dance
troupe from Lake Butler will be
giving a performance at the Center
on Saturday, October first at 10:00
a.m. Come join us. These kids are
great!

Our regular schedule
includes Bingo on Monday
mornings.

We also offer a free meal
five days a week to those over 60.

We are working on having
more programs in the future, so
keep watching this column.

Until next month, I’ll see
you then.

Does Your Vote Matter?
(Excerpted from
Rx for the soul)

www.judithrich.com

I
n November, we are called
to exercise one of our basic
rights citizenship and cast

our ballots for the candidates - at
the national and local levels - we
believe will best serve to lead us.
Some people argue it’s not worth

making the effort to vote either
because they don’t like the
candidates or they don’t trust
government no matter which party
holds the reins. “I’m sitting this
one out,” they say.

You might have a thousand
reasons to justify your not
participating in the electoral
process. You might even tell
yourself that your vote doesn’t
matter, that neither presidential
candidate speaks the truth or
speaks to the issues that matter to
you. You might feel that the
system is corrupt, that Wall Street
runs the country anyway, and so
why bother?

From that point of view, it’s
easy to become cynical and
indifferent to the process, and
many people feel exactly that.
Whatever the outcome in
November, nearly half of us will
end up unhappy with the result,
and the temptation will be to turn

our backs, pack up our marbles
and go home.

But I suggest there’s
something larger at stake in our
choice about whether to vote or
not vote.

First, voting is both a right
and a responsibility as a citizen.
Our democracy is founded upon
the principle of free and fair
elections in which every eligible
citizen cast a vote. We must work
to ensure that our electoral
process is conducted in accordance
with this principle and that those
who seek to derail the process do
not win the day. It is our
responsibility to protect the
process itself, and that does not
happen by withdrawing our
participation. As messy as it may
be, our participation is required.

Secondly, consider what
happens to the human spirit if, as
the steward of that spirit, you
decide that your “vote” doesn’t
matter? No matter how justified
one may feel for not engaging in
the process, when we tell
ourselves that our vote doesn’t
matter, the unconscious message
bring conveyed is “I don’t matter.”

One of the most commonly-
held limiting beliefs that serves to
obstruct our access to living a
powerful, creative and satisfying
life, is the unconsciously-held
belief that “I don’t matter.” It’s not
like this belief is at the forefront of
our conscious awareness. Most of
us are completely unaware we
harbor it, but its mark is left all
over our lives.

Be sure to vote in
November. If you’re not
registered, be sure to do that by
October 11.  Registrat ion
applications are available online
and at City Hall.
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OBITUARIES
The publishers of The
Waldo Phoenix are
pleased to publish any 
obituaries of Waldo
families at no charge.

Tuten, Shirley Ruth

Shirley Ruth Tuten, age 89,
passed away Tuesday, July 26
2016 at the North Florida Regional
Medical Center, Gainesville.

She was born June 6, 1927
in Madison, Florida to Ollie & Mary
Sheppard and spent most of her
life in Waldo, Florida.

She devoted her life to her
family, raising them with the
utmost love, kindness & patience.
She also helped raise many of her
grandchildren with the same
gentle love. Shirley always made
do with what she had and always
made room in her heart and at her
table for one more lucky soul to
enjoy her fried chicken, biscuits,
blackberry doobie & dumplings and
so much more. She was the
ultimate mother & grandmother,
unselfish and her love was
unconditional.

She loved animals and
rescued many a hungry stray. Her
yard was filled with flowering
bushes & plants and was tended
by her loving hands.

Her family was her life and
she lived her life for her family.
There is no greater love than that.
Preceding her in death were her
husband, Burton Tuten, Jr., son,
Billy Ray Tuten, granddaughter,
Beth Smith, grandson, Kenny
Tuten, brother, Manny Sheppard
and sister, Betty Jean Lee.

She is survived by her
children, Jimmy Tuten (Marie),
Betty Woodall (Woody), and Mary
Ann Jones (Butch Smith); sisters,
Allie Mae Hall (Quitman) and Helen
Dority (Ernest). Her grandchildren,
Karen Lynn Davis (Greg), Ricky
Tuten (Melissa), Sherry Thomas
(Eddie), Corey Worley (Lori),
Tammy Worley Erkelens, Bobby
Smith, Casey Jones (Vanessa),
Christy Evers and Kim Tuten, plus
27 great & 22 great-great grands,
and numerous nephews and
nieces. Also, countless friends that
affectionately referred to her as
“Granny”.

Funeral services were held
on Saturday, July 30, 2016 at
11:00 A. M., in the Waldo Baptist
Church, 14370 Kennard Street
(SR-24), Waldo, with Rev. Jim
Dubois, church Pastor, officiating.
Interment followed in Laurel Grove
Cemetery, Waldo.

THIGPEN, ANNIE
LOUISE, 75

Annie Louise Thigpen, 75,
of Orange Heights, Florida, died
Wednesday, August 3, 2016 in the
E.T. York Care Center, following a
brief illness. 

Mrs. Thigpen was born in
Gainesville, on April 21, 1941 to
the late Chester and Carrie Belle
Dougherty. She grew up in the
Orange Heights area, attending
Hawthorne High School, until her
marriage to the late Donald
Thigpen moved her to Atlanta,
Georgia. She returned to Orange
Heights 21 years ago, and was a
member of The Church at Orange
Heights. Mrs. Thigpen was part of
a very large family, and most of
her time was spent enjoying her
family. She was also preceded in
death by her son James 'Jimbo'
Thigpen. 

She is survived by her
daughter Marjorie (Mark) Pearson,
of Keystone Heights; a son David
Thigpen, of Orange Heights; three
brothers ,  George (Sal ly)
Dougherty, Harry Dougherty and
Clark Dougherty, all of Orange
Heights; three sisters, Dorothy
Byrd and Debbie Granger, both of
Waldo and Grace (Eddie) Narron,
of Dothan, AL; a half-sister Viola
Ann (Bill) Yates, of Statesville, NC;
three grandchildren, Amanda
Turner, Joe Turner and Sarah
Turner; one great grandchild,
Conner Austin. 

Funeral services were held
on Saturday, August 6, 2016 at
10:00 A.M., at The Church at
Orange Heights, 16700 NE SR 26,
Hawthorne. Interment followed in
Saluda Cemetery.
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GRIFFIN, GLADYS
ELIZABETH

Gladys
E l i z a b e t h
Griffin was
b o r n  i n
Brooklyn, New
York to the
late Gladys
Wells and the

late Samuel Griffin on July 22,
1941. She was one of five children.
While living in New York, Gladys
attended school in the Brooklyn
public school district. She later
moved to Philadelphia where she
attended and graduated from
Roxborough High School. Raised
by the late James and Bea Griffin,
they encouraged her lovingly with
life lessons. Gladys accepted Christ
at an early age and was baptized
at the Galilee Baptist Church in
1959. She sang on the youth and
Chaneel choirs and served on
several organizations in the
church.

Gladys’ sweet voice and
personality attracted the eye of the
late Arthur Thornton. They were
united in holy matrimony in 1960,
and from that union two children
were born. Jason Thornton and
Tanya Thornton. Years later, she
met the late Frank Clark, Sr. On
January 27, 1968, Gladys married
Frank, the love of her life, and
from that union two children were
born, Crystal Clark and Frank
Clark, Jr.

Gladys was a God fearing
woman who served the Lord; she
was classy, humble, and generous.
Gladys was a loving daycare
provider for several decades.
Under her watchful eyes, she
cared for over one hundred
children. In 2014, Gladys retired
from the job she loved. Her kind

heart and love for children forced
her our of retirement and she
resumed babysitting until her
death on Friday, July 29, 2016.
Gladys was an excellent cook and
loved to bake. She loved to travel
and traveled to many places. She
loved to dance, and was especially
fond of line dancing. Gladys also
love to sing and her singing
allowed her to sing at weddings,
parties and home going services.
She loved her family and friends
dearly and they affectionately love
her in return.

Gladys leaves to cherish her
precious memories, sons, Jason
(Lydia) and Frank Jr.; daughters,
Tanya and Crystal; one sister,
Priscilla Thornton, three brothers,
Samuel, who preceded her in
death, Charles and Larry; five
grandchildren, Christopher, Shikira,
Ashley, Charysse, and Isaih; five
great grandchildren, Syneeir, Aja,
Elijah, Mekhi, and Ashyah; one
sister-in-law, Jackie (Clara) Clark;
two dear friends, Rosie Avery and
Massey Horsey and many nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.

Waldo Library News
by Melanie Aultman

K
e r r y
Dowd
is the

new Branch
Manager for the Waldo Library. 
For 4 ½ years she has been a
Librarian in Youth Services at the
Headquarters Library, focusing on
teen programs & services such as
the Teen Battle of the Books
summer reading program & event
and the Creative Writing Contest
for Teens.

Kerry recently graduated
from the Sunshine State Library

Leadership Institute (SSLLI)
program through the Florida
Department of State, Division of
Library and Information Services. 
She is a member of the Equal
Opportunity Advisory Committee
(EOAC).

She has been the Volunteer
Program Specialist for the library
and has held positions at the
Newberry, Archer and Millhopper
Branch Libraries.   Before coming
to the Library District in 1995, she
was the Acting Director for the
Matheson Museum and Archives in
Gainesville for two years.

Kerry grew up in
Gainesville, graduated from UF
with an Art History degree and
received a Master’s in Library and
Information Studies from FSU. 
She and her husband have twin 15
year olds that keep them busy. 
Kerry enjoys swimming, kayaking
and all kinds of music.

She is thrilled to have this
opportunity to work with the
Waldo Branch Library Staff closely
and the Waldo community.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Nap Time 

I
f you have ever been in
college, chances are you
have pulled an "all-nighter"
at some point in your

academic career, but you may not
know that cramming all night
reduces your ability to retain
information by up to 40 percent.
Enter the power of the nap. 

Studies have found napping
raises your stamina 11 percent,
increases ability to stay asleep all
night by 12 percent, and lowers
the time required to fall asleep by
14 percent. 

A little group called NASA
discovered that just a 26-minute
nap increases performance by 34
percent and alertness by 54
percent. Pilots take advantage of
NASA naps while planes are on
autopilot.
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RESTAURANT REVIEWS

Krispy Krunchy Chicken
352-468-1590
by Penny Dodd

L
ocated in the Waldo Travel
Center at Pilot Gas Station
and Truck Stop (open 24

hours) on U.S. 301. Krispy Krunchy
Chicken is open from 7 a.m. until 8
p.m.

If you haven’t tried Krispy
Krunchy Chicken yet because you
think it will be too “spicy” because
there’s “Cajun” in the name, you
are missing out on some really
great food.

There is no one in the world
more scared of “spicy” food than I
am, and believe me, I haven’t had
anything from Krispy Krunchy
Chicken that has been too spicy for
me.

You can run up there, grab
a couple of pieces of chicken,
some baked beans, some fries (big
ones) and a honey or blueberry
biscuit, and be back home in a
flash.

They are doing a great
business, but they get you served
and out of there faster than the
fast food places.

In addition to chicken,  fish,
Shrimp, Mac-N-Cheese, Red Beans
& Rice, Jambalaya and delicious
biscuits, they also have hot dogs,
and recently added pizza. The
pizza “pieces” are HUGE. 

There’s plenty more to choose
from, too. They are a great
addition to Waldo.

Francesca's Trattoria
4410 NE 25th place

Gainesville, FL
352-378-7152
by Linda Vlacos

S
ome of us (Penny, Linda,
Lucy and Sarah) have been
there twice to try it out and

it is delicious. We have tried their
spaghetti, Fettuccine Alfredo,
Eggplant Rollatini, Baked Ziti
Sicilian (which has eggplant in it),
and the Lunch Chef’s Salad, which
was loaded with bacon, ham,
salami, provolone, onions, carrots,
olives, tomatoes and boiled egg.
Much more than just greens.

They are decorated very
nicely and at night it will be
romantic. The service was good. A
couple of us tried their Italian
margarita - very potent. Some
nights there is  music.  I think
Francesca's is my favorite Italian
restaurant.

We have chosen a Gift
Certificate for Francesca’s for our
Spaghetti Dinner raffle this year.
You may get tickets  from any
Waldo Historical Society member
for $1.00, or get 6 tickets for
$5.00. This fund-raiser will help us
continue to add displays to the
new Waldo Historical Railroad
Museum.

Waldo Eastern Star
Chapter

Hosts Dinner
by Mary Baxla

S
urvey of
s a t e d
appetites

e x i t i n g  t h i s
b u i l d i n g

invariably yield unanimous, “Yum,
yum, yums” and the August
13thSaturday evening event was no
exception.

Better known in Eastern
Star circles as the “Rob Morris
Picnic,” this dinner takes place
annually in memory of the late Dr.
Rob Morris, internationally noted
Mason, educator, poet, writer of
church songs still being used, and
credited founder of O.E.S. (Order
of the Eastern Star). The local
Eastern Star Chapter 120 makes
use of this annual event to honor
all Masonic brothers, but also to
give thanks for our hosting Lodge
partners, our family members,
friends, neighbors and community
who lend their support throughout
the year.

This too is a perfect
opportunity for non-members to
be invited, to get acquainted and
t o  e n j o y  a  b o u n t i f u l
complementary pot luck dinner
with a lot of good fellowship with
old and new friends together and
way too much luscious dessert. 

Notably, guests for the
evening included our youngest
potentially future Eastern Star
member, two-month old Serina,
first grandchild of Waldo residents,
Don and Charlotte Hager.  Others
attending included Jack and
Mildred Ganstein; Ed and Virginia
Calendine, daughter Janie and
neighbor Jo Sanders; Chuck
Martin; Doug and Kathy McClure
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and sons Matthew and Cody;
Jimmy Presley and Judy Young;
Shane and Nathan Stubblefield;
Don and Charlotte Hager with
daughters Shelby, Kaylee, Valerie,
Rachel, Josey, granddaughter
Serina and her great grandmother,
Patsy Hager; Bob and Peggy
Hodgson, Andrew and Ellie Floyd
and Ellie’s mother, Donna
Townsend; and other Eastern Star
ladies: 73 year Eastern Star
member Ruth Dees; June
Thornton; Kathy Slifer; Pat
Fountain; Pauline Carter; Lisa
Seymour; and Mary Baxla. 

Due to her recent surgery,
the Chapter’s Worthy Matron,
Sheila Coleman, and Worthy
Patron, Bill Coleman, were unable
to attend the evening to present
honors. However, (with everyone
stiiiillll eating), two of our local
Masons, Waldo Lodge Master,
Brother Jack Ganstein, and
Chaplain, Brother Jimmy Presley,
did receive Eastern Star
commendations for  the i r
outstanding assistance with the
Star’s recent “Boston Butt” sale
(which the Chapter hopes to do
again later this year).

 
Alachua County Sheriff’s
Office Offers Real-Time
Community Notification

Through Nixle
by Glen Johnson

T
he Alachua County Sheriff’s
office has partnered with
Nixle to implement its

Community Notification System to
alert residents in real-time for
localized emergency situations and
relevant public safety related
community advisories.

As a resident, you can sign
up for these free public safety
not i f i ca t i ons  by  v i s i t i ng

www.nixle.com or by testing your
ZIPCODE to 888777 from your
mobile phone to opt-in.

Once registered, residents
will receive a confirmation text to
their mobile device. Residents may
also customize their alert settings
by going to www.nixle.com and
creating a User Profile. The service
is secure, reliable, and easy to use
method for ACSO to get timely
information to the public rapidly.

All alerts will be targeted
geographically, allowing residents
to receive localized, relevant alerts
from ACSO. Nixle Alerts can be
sent via Text, Email, Web, Social
Media, and the Nixle Mobile App in
an instant. Nixle is partnered with
NLETS. The International Justice
and Public Safety Network, for
unmatched data security, as well
as the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, the
National Blue Alert Network, and
Google for unmatched reach and
two-way information exchange.

We are very excited to have
you experience it for yourself.

Founded in 2009, Nixle
provides a mass communications
hub built exclusively for
government to provide secure,
reliable and relevant information to
residents in real-time. Today, over
7,200 Agencies around the United
States rely on Nixle for community
Engagement and Emergency
Communications. Nixle’s exclusive
partnership with NLETS, Google
and the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children allows local
law enforcement agencies
nationwide to send immediate
alerts and advisories. For more
information, visit www.nixle.com.

Random Facts
The Miraculous “Far-Looker”

P
retty much everybody in the
world has heard of the
Hubble Space Telescope.

Launched in
1990, it cost
$2.1 billion.
Well worth the
expense, since
it has become
t h e  m o s t
productive scientific instrument
ever constructed, traveling over 3
billion miles and making over 1.2
million observations.

But it's replacement is
already on the way.

The successor to the Hubble
Space Telescope is the James
Webb Space Telescope, which is
scheduled to be launched in 2018
for an estimated $8.3 billion. It will
observe in infrared and will have a
21.3-foot mirror, which will allow
for extremely high resolution to
cosmic images.

Bonus Fact:
The word "telescope" is

from the Greek tele, meaning 'far,'
and skopein, meaning 'to look or
see.' It was coined in 1611 by the
Greek mathematician Giovanni
Demisiani. 

Galileo did not invent the
telescope; he was, however, the
first to methodically use it to peer
into the night sky. Dutch eyeglass
make r  Hans  L i ppe r shey
(1570–1619) actually invented the
optical telescope (telescopes that
see visible light) in 1608.

With the help of his
telescope, Galileo discovered
Jupiter's satellites and the craters
on Earth's moon. He also used his
telescope to look at the sun, which
may have led to his blindness later
in life.
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Information Please!

Waldo Phone Numbers You Might Need

(Cut Out and Place By Your Phone)
City Hall 468-1001
After Hours Water Emergency 258-3110
ison Control Center 1-800-222-1222
Police or Fire Emergencies 911
Sheriff’s Dept. Non-Emergencies 955-1818
Power Outages 1-800-468-8243
Waldo Library 468-3298
Waldo Community Center 468-2336
Waldo Fire Department 468-1301
Waldo Post Office 468-1970
Waldo Historical Society 468-3503
Waldo Phoenix 468-1910
Windstream Phone repair 1-800-347-1991

September Birthdays
1 Selah Miller 18 Mary Hersey
1 Victor Ankney, Jr. 18 Ida Bivins
2 Jay Fournier 19 Clavin Hill
4 Brian Bay 20 Darrell McLendon
6 Mary Jackson 21 Clyde Dees
6 Jason Tidwell, II 22 Devon Kimber
7 Thomas Bay 23 Charles Griffin
8 George Ford 23 Jicama Armitage
9 Christine Mays 24 Bettye McLeod
11 Ron Knupp 24 Evon Coppedge
13 Gert Hill 27 Nancy Minnix
13 Mary Griffin 28 Donna Bloomfield
14 Judi Easterwood 28 Carl Bedford
16 Elisa Gutierrez 29 Johnny Lee Rich
18 Clara Guitierrez 29 Justin Brannon

Have Brush Will Travel

Gifford’s Painting
Residential & Commercial

Power Washing
Free Estimates

Scott Grady 352-494-7501

NOTICE!
The Waldo Phoenix is growing. We need writers,
reporters, advertising people. Get involved - help us
make this the best newspaper for Waldo.
If you know what’s going on in Waldo, we’d love to
have you share it with us and everyone else.

Phone: 352-468-1910
email: historicwaldo@gmail.com

Philadelphia
 Missionary Baptist

Church Services

Rev. James W. Ramsey - Pastor
2nd and 4th Sundays 11:00 am

Mid-week service
every Wednesday 6:00 pm

 taught by Minister Bernard Carter
Awesome Sunday School
every Sunday 9:45 am

taught by Bro. Bobby Hill
or Minister Bernard Carter for adults

and Sis. Josie “Jackson”
& Sis. Monique Taylor for the children.

Men’s Day service will be held
on the 4th Sunday in July at 11:00 am

Always remember that
Man is Mighty but God is Almighty

First Baptist Church, Waldo
Hwy 24

352-468-1721
Sunday Schedule

9:15 - 9:45 Refreshments
9:45 Bible Study (all ages)

11:00 am & 6 pm Worship
11:00 am & 6 pm Children’s Worship
6 pm Youth Praise and Worship

Wednesday Schedule
5:45 - 6:15 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Children’s, Youth, Adult

Programs
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US
AND HELP MAKE THIS NEWSPAPER POSSIBLE

Overhead Door Company of Gainesville
POST OFFICE BOX 568
GAINESVILLE, FL 32602

OFFICE: (352) 468-2733
FAX: (352) 468-1453

Waldo Phoenix
Advertising Rate Sheet

(effective date: March 1, 2010)

Your 8-1/2" x 11" or smaller flyers will be
inserted @ $25.00/250 per month.

We will work with you to create your ad.
We can add clip art, photos or your logo.

Call 352-468-1910 - Advertising Editor

email: HistoricWaldo@gmail.com

Subway of Waldo

Present this coupon for $1 off a FOOTLONG™
OR $.50 off a 6" SUB!

Located on NE HWY 301 next to Dollar General
Call 352-468-1163 or fax 352-468-1153

Thank You for Supporting Your Waldo Historical Society
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