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S.O.S.
(Save Our School)

Citizens of Waldo:

The City of Waldo wants to make it clear that we DO NOT support or condone the proposal
of the School Board to close Waldo Community School.  The Mayor and Council members will be
fighting this fight with you. 

Dr. Roberts makes his recommendations to the School Board Members; they are the ones
that vote.  You need to respectively contact each School Board Member and let your feelings be
known and you need to start attending the School Board Meetings.

School Board Meeting March 17, 2015 3:00pm Workshop & 6:00pm, 
School Board Meeting Kirby-Smith Center,
620 East University Ave. Gainesville Florida 32601

School Board Members:

April M. Griffin

District 1
1st Term/Expires 2018
(352) 955-7880 office
griffin@gm.sbac.edu

Eileen F. Roy

District 2-Vice Chair
3rd Term/Expires 2016
(352) 955-7880 office
roy@gm.sbac.edu

Gunnar F. Paulson, Ed.D.

District 3
1st Term/Expires 2018
(352) 955-7880 office

paulson@gm.sbac.edu

Leanetta McNealy, Ph.D.

 
   District 4-Chair

1st Term/Expires 2016
(352) 955-7880 office

mcnealy@gm.sbac.edu 

Robert P. Hyatt

District 5
1st Term/Expires 2018
(352) 955-7880 office

rob.hyatt@gm.sbac.edu

 

Waldo is District 1, April Griffin is our representative, but contact each one.

Letter continued on page 2



Other People to contact: (if you go on their websites you can email them from there)

Congressman Ted Yoho

Gainesville District Office

5000 NW 27th Court. Ste. E

Gainesville Florida, (352) 505-0838

Washington Office

11 Cannon House

Office Building

Washington D.C. 20515

(202) 225-5744

Representative Clovis Watson, Jr.,

Tallahassee Office

 Capitol Office

 402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

(850) 717-5020

Representative Keith Perry

Tallahassee Office

 Capitol Office

402 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

(850) 717-5021

Senator Rob Bradley

Tallahassee Office

108 Senate Office Building

 404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

(850) 487-5007

We will fight this together. The City of Waldo has a wonderful school with a great staff.  It

takes a village to raise a child and will take this village working together to save our school.

Sincerely, 

Mayor:

Louie Davis
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Waldo Remembered
Mary Sue Rister

T
here are few things to
which we, as adults, can go
back to again and again to

bolster our courage, enforce our
beliefs and refresh the thread of
hope which gives us the
momentum to “keep going”. But
for those of us who grew up in the
bosom of a small town, embraced
by a spirit of community and the
sense of belonging, there is an
unending “well” from which we
draw. That well is comprised of
memories . . . moments in time . .
. days and weeks, months and
years that combine to form the
essence of our being and the
collective span of time that is our
“past” - our “history” - the place
where we learned and cultivated
the very meaning of “life”.  

Waldo was “home” for this
little girl. And no matter the events
of my life or the location of my
residence, Waldo is still the place
that I call “home”. It’s the place in
my heart where memories live,
and where the roots of my soul are
grounded. It’s the “happy” element
when I recall my childhood. And
it’s the piece of me that is eternally
young and carefree with an
imagination that still wanders
along the dirt roads of Cracker Hill.

Waldo is the place where I
endured the first days of being
away from my stay-at-home
mother. But under the wing of a
kindergarten teacher who
recognized my fears, they were
addressed with patience and
kindness and soon replaced with
the excitement of learning and
sharing. 

Waldo is the place where I
first dipped my toes into life
outside the tiny religious bubble of

home. It’s where I found the first
true friendship of my life. Skipping
across the playground during my
second grade recess period. It’s
where I learned to “belong” in a
small gaggle of little girls who
were all prettier than me, but who
accepted me as I was. It’s where I
first stood on the stage of the
school auditorium performing with
my best friend in the Halloween
Talent Show.

The Waldo Baptist Church is
where one summer I experienced
“Vacation Bible School”. Something
our Pentecostal Home Church
never offered. But through a kindly
school bus driver who somehow
won my mother’s trust, I was
allowed to participate in a week of
Christian companionship that still
lives in the recesses of my thankful
heart.

Waldo is where I learned to
ride a bicycle down the cool dirt
roads of Cracker Hill. It’s where I
fished in the creek that ran
alongside our property. Where I
played in the spaciousness of our
yard with brothers who taught me
to make and shoot a slingshot. 
Where I caught lightning bugs in
the early evenings, and played
hide-n-seek under the canopy of a
dark sky that was sprinkled with
stars.

Waldo is where I found
heroes to admire and look up to.
It’s where I felt safe and protected
and watched over outside the
boundaries of family and home. 
Waldo is where I KNEW that
nothing bad could happen to me
because it lay under the watchful
eye of our very own “Marshall Matt
Dillon.”

Waldo provided every
“need” our family had. A family
owned and operated grocery store
with a meat counter filled with

delicious delicacies and a huge
round of red rind cheese resting
on top. There was a barber shop
where Daddy and the boys got
their “hairs cut”. A wiry little local
auto mechanic who sported
overalls and mumbled incessant,
inaudible jabber as he worked.
Several restaurants for those who
chose to eat out. There were gas
stations which also delivered
kerosene and often hosted car
washes put on by an energetic
group of youngsters trying to raise
money for some special event.
There was a park which sat within
site of the local train station. There
was a lake to fish in. Woods to
explore. A boys club. A Library.
And The Women of The Eastern
Star. There was City Hall. And the
drug store where you could sit on
a barstool and spin round and
round while sipping the BEST
cherry coke ever. There was the
post office. And Dr Beville’s office
which ALWAYS smelled like
alcohol. The Fire Station and the
Water Tower. And there was the
School.

Back then it was called
Waldo Jr High School (comprised
of classes Kindergarten through
8th). The building was tall and old
and full of character. There was
something inviting about the
antiquated structure that held
secrets of the past. Something that
made you want to know the
history of all those who had lived
and laughed and walked those
hallways in the many generations
before.  And at the helm was a
man of strength who was titled
“Principal.” Assisted by a secretary
who was a native Waldonian. And
a custodian who was one of the
most delightful characters I ever
had the pleasure to know. 
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Waldo provided my first
glimpse of “older boys” who were
intoxicatingly gorgeous, and yet
very much “out of my reach”. It’s
where I first developed a desire to
someday look and act and BE like
the “pretty” older girls who held
the undivided attention of those
gorgeous young men. 

Waldo is where I first dared
to paint my lips with the waxy
color that came from a tiny sample
tube of lipstick. Gifted to me by
the resident Avon Lady who
ALWAYS looked and smelled soooo
wonderful and enticingly sweet.

Waldo is the place where
my first crush was born and
nurtured. The place where I got
my first kiss. The place where
eventually even I began to get the
attention of boys, although I didn’t
always recognize their teasing as
“flirts.”

Waldo offered a sense of
well-being to those of us who
called it home. It helped to shape
and grow our ideas and thoughts
and beliefs to maturity. It gave us
a foundation upon which to build
the hope of a future. And it was
the Rock, to which we returned
when we needed to re-charge, re-
group and re-dedicate ourselves to
all of the things that mattered
most.

Admittedly, Waldo today is
a mere skeleton of the town in
which I grew up. There are far too
many empty buildings which house
nothing more than the echoes of
the past. There is a feeling of
overwhelming “sadness” when I
pass through the mostly deserted
section of “down town”. There is a
lack of progression. A stalemate in
the growth. Perhaps even a
decline in the overall population.

But are any of these
“problems” reason enough for the

Superintendent of Schools to make
a decision to CLOSE down Waldo’s
only school? Is “an enrollment of
10 less students over the past 7
years” sufficient evidence that
there is no longer a need for
Waldo’s children to be served
locally? Are unspecified “financial
concerns” reason enough for him
to step in and close the doors to
Waldo’s education source? 

My questions to him and
ALL of the powers that be are
these: Have you looked beyond
the barriers of finance and thought
about the MANY consequences of
closing down this Community’s
school? Have you given detailed
reasoning to the effects of busing
ELEMENTARY students nearly 16
miles away to Shell in Hawthorne
which is currently an “F” rated
school? Have you entertained the
logic of why residents of Waldo
CHOSE to make this community
the ir home rather than
Hawthorne? Have you compared
the safety ratings of Waldo
(currently 99%) to Hawthorne
(currently 25%)???? Have you
given ANY thought whatsoever to
the fact that you are putting the
final nail into the coffin of a small
community whose roots run long
and deep in the history of Alachua
County? Have you offered Waldo
residents the opportunity for
discussion or debate? Why are you
unwilling to discuss the specifics of
your decision? Why are you hiding
behind the broad and general
excuse of “financial issues” instead
of listing the individual areas of
concern? Why are you not looking
for alternative solutions and ways
to resolve the problems? Under
whose authority do you assume
that you have the RIGHT to close
a community’s school without the
vote or consent of its residents?

Do you know ANYTHING at all
about the history of or the
community spirit of this town over
which you hold your axe, ready to
sever the thread which ties its
children to the community? Why is
Waldo chosen for demise? Why
not close SHELL and bus those
children here? (offered merely as a
comparison because I think that
closing Shell would be equally as
destructive to that community).
And finally. Just WHO do you think
you are that you dare to make this
threat???

I hope that the current
residents of Waldo are ready,
willing and prepared to take on the
fight to save its school. I hope
they go to the “well” that is the
history of their community, to
draw strength and courage to
sustain them. I hope they rise
from the slumbering silence of a
town that has withered, but not
yet died. 

I encourage ALL of you to
make this YOUR goal. Do NOT sit
back and accept a decision that
you weren’t a part of. Do NOT be
placated by the vague insinuations
of someone who has NEVER
belonged to or cared about your
community. Do NOT allow your
children to be bused 16 miles
away and educated in a
community where they don’t
“belong.” In a school that is
currently rated “F”.  

Elementary years are VITAL
in a child’s development. Forming
friendships and a sense of
belonging help them to find and
carve out their “place.” Their
loyalties and allegiance belong to
WALDO, not Hawthorne!!
Elementary children are not
equipped with the skills to defend
and defeat the stigma of being an
“outsider”. They should be
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developing bonds and friendships
with their neighbors. NOT children
who live 16 miles away!! It’s bad
enough they will have to take on
this challenge when they reach
middle school. PLEASE don’t allow
them to be thrown OUT of their
own community as babies!!

I am not currently a
resident of Waldo. But two of my
grown children ARE. They have
chosen Waldo as their home and
their reasons for that go back to
the “well” of the past that is
shared by ALL of us who were
ever a part of this little town. I will
do whatever I can to help fight for
and save Waldo Community School
from having its doors closed. 

Mr Superintendent, you are
trying to close the door on MUCH
more than a building and you have
NO idea of the sleeping spirit you
have just awakened!!!

INSANITY
Cheryl Conroy

I
n light of the recent
recommendation to close
Waldo School, I would like

to make a point that, to me, seems
significant. Dr. Roberts alluded to
the famous quote by Albert
Einstein that the definition of
insanity is doing the same thing
over and over and expecting
different results.

He was referring to the
extra support in funds and
resources that the struggling Title
1 schools in our district have
received for the purpose of raising
test scores. That support at Waldo
(as well as other east side schools)
came in the form of an extra hour
of instruction and additional
technological capability.

My question is, how has
that added support helped the test

scores of any of the Title 1
schools?  Aren't we doing the
same thing again and again but
not seeing different results at all of
them?  

After working for seven
years at Duval Elementary School
with all of these extra supports in
place, I would ask, “Where are the
gains there?  Where are they at
Rawlings or Shell?”

Maybe we are going about
supporting our students' academic
success in the wrong way.  As an
art teacher I am aware of
extensive scientific research that
links art, music and movement to
cognitive gains.

Recently there have been
studies published that claim that
learning how to reduce stress and
promote calm also helps students
to do better on tests.  Movement
and music engage both sides of
the brain and, at the same time,
enhance learning through
diversified methods.

Our students need a
change, not the same tired
methods that only emphasize more
and more academics. Kids learn
when they are engaged, and they
are engaged when they are
relaxed and having fun. It's fact.  

But back to Waldo, the little
Norman Rockwell(ish) school about
which everyone associated is so
passionate. Why not make that a
prototype for a truly revolutionary
model.

It has already begun with
Stephen Covey's Seven Habits as a
major part of the curriculum.  Why
not go further and support a low
stress environment in which
movement and the fine arts
strengthen students' ability to
learn and become world citizens?

Why not look at this unique
small school as a possible pilot

program for that which students
everywhere are craving . . .
.belonging, making a difference,
being part of something bigger,
and yes, having fun too!

It's worth a try.  It is sane, 
It just might work.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We need to remember that Dr.
Roberts has no emotional ties to
Waldo. Appealing to his emotion
will have very little affect. This is
about finances. We must defend
with all we have but be very
specific in our goals. We must also
act and speak with dignity.

Rev. Jim DuBois

THE PETITION:

W
aldo Community School has
been the center of the
Waldo Community for

decades and closing this school will
cripple this community. Busing our
children to Shell Elementary School
in Hawthorne is far from what is
best for them. Our children need
stability and a sense of community
to thrive. By signing this petition
we are showing the School Board
of Alachua County that we will not
back down and we will fight this
for our children until we have no
fight left.

We want to get as many
signatures as possible, so keep
sharing!

Feel Free to email the
School Board Members

April M. Griffin
District 1

1st Term/Expires 2018
(352) 955-7880 office
griffin@gm.sbac.edu
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Eileen F. Roy
District 2-Vice Chair

3rd Term/Expires 2016
(352) 955-7880 office

roy@gm.sbac.edu

Gunnar F. Paulson, Ed.D.
District 3

1st Term/Expires 2018
(352) 955-7880 office
paulson@gm.sbac.edu

Leanetta McNealy, Ph.D.
District 4-Chair

1st Term/Expires 2016
(352) 955-7880 office
mcnealy@gm.sbac.edu

Robert P. Hyatt
District 5

1st Term/Expires 2018
(352) 955-7880 office

rob.hyatt@gm.sbac.edu

Or contact them all at once here:
boardmembers@gm.sbac.edu
Thank you

 SOME COMMENTS MADE
ON FACEBOOK:

My grandmother attended
this school, my father attended
this school, I attended this school
and now my children attend this
school. I moved my family back to
Waldo so that my kids could attend
Waldo Community School. I coach
the youth of this town of which the
school is a pillar of this community.
To shut it down solely on numbers
that are easily manipulated and
never actually proven and to take
this extraordinary community
school away is unacceptable. The
children of Waldo are not numbers
to be pushed around here and
there.

I started my teaching career
at this school. It was a wonderful
community to work in. Great small
town community! Loved working
there, but had to leave due to my

husband's job opportunities. I have
now been a teacher for over 12 yrs
and still talk about my days at
Waldo Elementary.

Closing this school is wrong!
Waldo is a close knit community
and we help one another. This is
not just closing a school, it will be
closing a community. The school is
a vital part of this community.
Long bus rides mean getting up an
hour early, riding the bus for an
hour to and from school, no after
school activities, no family time, no
outdoors play, and no time for
homework. How is this going to be
good for our children?

Waldo Community School
gave me a love for learning that
has served me well as a translator
in the US military. My niece and
nephew have had the same
experience attending here, as did
my siblings, friends, and neighbors
in Waldo. This school is more than
just a place for kids to learn about
math and English and art and
music, it's our investment in our
community! You can't shuttle
Waldo children to Hawthorne
schools and expect the same level
of care and individual attention. 

I am signing this because I
went 1st through 7th grade at
Waldo. My class was the first to go
to 8th grade in Gainesville. My
children all went to Waldo and now
I have a grandchild going there.
You never worry about your
children at Waldo, it is family. The
teachers, the office staff know
you, your child and probably their
grandparents too. It’s a good
school, with great teachers at the
heart of it who care.

I believe the kids should go
to school in their own
neighborhoods and I don't want
my tax dollars going to busing
them to Hawthorne

Because I grew up in
Waldo. I went to Waldo
community school. My niece and
nephew went there. This school is
an asset to the community.

Waldo is a family school, it
brings the community together!

This school holds a lot of
great memories for so many
people including myself and it
would be a shame to take the
opportunity away from their kids to
make some really good memories
there as well. It is a great school
with great teachers that shouldn't
be taken away.

I’m signing this petition
because I believe the School Board
of Alachua County would be
making a terrible decision by
closing Waldo Community School.
Closing this school would have a
major effect on the children who
attend it, the adults whom may be
considering relocating their
families to the area and the entire
community of Waldo as a whole.

Young children need to
have their sense of community
pride fostered and by closing their
school it does not provide a sense
of community stability.

I also do not think it is OK
to have such young children travel
this far a distance from their
homes to attend public school and
most certainly children of
elementary school age should not
be expected to spend such extra
time on busses commuting to/from
school. The fact that the SBAC is
considering sending these children
to a school whose ratings are
below that of the Waldo
C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l  i s
overwhelmingly disturbing and
cause for concern on its own,
regardless of the many other
concerns.
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Information Please!

Waldo Phone Numbers You Might Need
(Cut Out and Place By Your Phone)

City Hall 468-1001
After Hours Water Emergency 258-3110
Fire Emergencies 911
Police Non-Emergencies 955-1818
Power Outages 1-800-468-8243
Waldo Library 468-3298
Waldo Community Center 468-2336
Waldo Post Office 468-1970
Waldo Community School 468-1451
Waldo Phoenix 468-1910

March Birthdays
2 Michelle Gay 4 Jake Holcomb
4 Emily Holcomb 5 Lena Gay
6 Peggy Dowling 7 Penny Dodd 
7 Melvin Hill 9 Omie Burnham
9 Will Price 9 Ted Schweitzer
9 Ashley Edge 11 Dawn Scott
12 Kierra Cecillo 12 Dawn Summers
12 Alan McCallister 12 Logan Minnix
13 Barbara Rainer Lee 14 Quitman Hall
14 Ed Juszak 17 Charles Hall
17 Karen Keirnan 17 Maria McCallister
18 Gwendolyn Price 19 Ranch Dortch
20 Tony Green 20 Amir Jackson
20 Christian Mauldin 21 Steve Howard
24 Ernest Dority 25 Austin Holton
27 Julio Guitierrez 30 Chad Cawley
31 Jason Tidwell

Subway of Waldo

Present this coupon for $1 off a FOOTLONG™
OR $.50 off a 6" SUB!

Located on NE HWY 301 next to Dollar General
Call 352-468-1163 or fax 352-468-1153

Have Brush Will Travel

Gifford’s Painting

Residential & Commercial

Power Washing Free Estimates

Scott Grady 352-494-7501

Philadelphia
 Missionary Baptist
Church Services

Rev. James W. Ramsey - Pastor
2nd and 4th Sundays 11:00 am

Mid-week service
every Wednesday 6:00 pm

 taught by Minister Bernard Carter
Awesome Sunday School
every Sunday 9:45 am

taught by Bro. Bobby Hill
or Minister Bernard Carter for adults

and Sis. Josie “Jackson”
& Sis. Monique Taylor for the children.

Men’s Day service will be held
on the 4th Sunday in July at 11:00 am

Always remember that
Man is Mighty but God is Almighty

First Baptist Church, Waldo
Hwy 24

352-468-1721
Sunday Schedule

9:15 - 9:45 Refreshments
9:45 Bible Study (all ages)

11:00 am & 6 pm Worship
11:00 am & 6 pm Children’s Worship
6 pm Youth Praise and Worship

Wednesday Schedule
5:45 - 6:15 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Children’s, Youth, Adult

Programs
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US
AND HELP MAKE THIS NEWSPAPER POSSIBLE

Overhead Door Company of Gainesville

POST OFFICE BOX 568
GAINESVILLE, FL 32602

OFFICE: (352) 468-2733
FAX: (352) 468-1453

Waldo Phoenix
Advertising Rate Sheet

(effective date: March 1, 2010)

Your 8-1/2" x 11" or smaller flyers will be
inserted @ $25.00/250 per month.

We will work with you to create your ad.
We can add clip art, photos or your logo.
Call 352-468-1910 - Advertising Editor

email: HistoricWaldo@gmail.com

Thank You for Supporting Your Waldo Historical Society
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