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WALDO REUNION 2012
Mary Ellen Haines Johnson

O
n Saturday, July 14, 2012,
around 90 people came to
a “Waldo Reunion” that

resulted from the formation of a
Waldo Facebook Group that
began during the summer of 2011.
The Reunion was held in the
Waldo Masonic Lodge, and began
with a delicious dinner (chicken,
ribs, baked beans, green beans,
seven-layer salad, roll, tea and
banana pudding) catered by Bob
Bordeaux, his wife and daughter,
with the help of Stanley Estes.

The room was decorated
with a 50s/60s theme, including a
life-sized Elvis (thanks to Allie Mae
Hall), a big plastic 57 Chevy, decor
of poodle skirts, saddle oxfords,
leather jacket, jukebox, old cars,

etc. On the tables were old Coke
bottles, small jukeboxes, old coke
glasses and pictures of olden days.

There were many door
prizes (many donated by local
businesses, including Hardee’s,
Subway, Wendy’s and others), with
two large prizes won later in the
evening by Rama Haines and Karin
Gwin. Mary Sue Rister provided the
50s/60s music and gave out many
copies of a wonderful CD. Gary
Johnson ran the music, which was
a reminder of the music played at
the original Waldo Rec Center
many years ago.

The highlight of the evening
was seeing many people reuniting
with folks they hadn’t seen in as
many as 50 years. They
tremendously enjoyed sharing past
stories, many of them saying,
“Remember when . . .” A few of the
stories were shared publicly over
the microphone. One that many
particularly enjoyed was told by
Don Schenck, telling when he tried
to outwit the local Police in his
youthful days. Bob Haines and
Terry Bone were reminiscing about
the time Bob rode Terry on the
handlebars of his bicycle all the
way to Earleton and back. Bob
didn’t think he could do that now!

Those invited to the reunion
included past and present residents
of our beloved town of Waldo.
Many nearby residents went to
school in Waldo and were also
invited. Some graduated from
Waldo High School and some went
to Waldo Junior High School
(through eighth grade). The
members of the Waldo Facebook
site continually share past history,
both in writ ing, pictures,
documenta r ies  and  o ther
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memorabilia. A memorabilia table
was set up at the reunion, showing
many of the historical buildings in
Waldo, some school yearbooks,
pictures, awards, and other
memorabilia. Also, there was a
Memory Board that listed many of
our friends who have gone before
us, along with some of their
pictures. A former wife of Bill Croft,
Tina Eaton (Croft) Blackwell, wrote
a very nice letter about her time in
Waldo.

A fun activity later in the
evening was a “Waldo Trivia”
game, with each table working
together to provide answers to
questions about past Waldo
events and people. Don Schenck
turned in the first paper with most
answers correct. Going over all the
answers was enjoyed by all. Bob
Haines put in a word for the Waldo
Historical Society and emphasized
how it would be nice to have a
Waldo Museum.

Another door prize was a
one year subscription to the Waldo
Phoenix,  won by Cheryl
Shearouse Johnson. A 2013
Waldo Historical Society calendar
was won by Mary Ellen Haines
Johnson. Buddy Wasdin won a
pack of Cokes. There were many,
many door prizes (we hope YOU
won one!).

Those attending included:
Bill/Phyllis Lester Blackwell, Terry
Bone/Gayle Anne (Melrose), Betty
Brooker, Ben Campen/Kim
(Jacksonville), Sylvia Campen
Hall, Margaret Cannon, Lucy Roe
Cook, Louie Davis, Carlton Davis,
Karen Holton Deal, Penny Dodd,
Jim DuBois, Emory Estes
(Chipley), Laura Shearouse Finck
(Ocala), Chris Gwin/Karin
(Washington, D.C.), Bon Haines
(Altoona), Larry Haines/Rama,
Todd Haines (Trenton), Larry
Holton/Betty, Dennis Huguley,
John Huguley (Jacksonville),

Bi l l /Barbara Gwin Hyder,
Chris/Mary Ellen Haines Johnson
(Gainesville), Fred Johnson,
Gary/Cheryl Shearouse Johnson,
T o m  J o h n s o n / S h a r o n
(Tallahassee), Buddy Leavitt/Linda
(Melrose), April Ashcom Meredith,
G.L. Lester/Elouise (Hawthorne),
Janet Davis Lester (Trenton),
Wesley Lester, Bill Pruett/Teddy
(Elaine McMahon) Pruett (Lake
City), Bunny Ashcom Leavitt, Mary
Sue Holton Rister/Bill, Ruth Ann
(Titusville)/Jackie Russell, Don
S c h e n c k / B o b b i ,  M i k e
Schenck/Diane (Texas), Bon
Schenck, Larry Schenck, Sylvia
Campen Scott (GA), Randy
Shadburn (Gainesville), Bobby
S h a n k / g u e s t ,  A a r o n
Shields/Barbara (Beverly Hills),
Suzanne Shields Simmons (VA),
Tonia Kuhle (Jupiter), Sue Trieste,
Linda Hall Vlacos (Gainesville),
A l l i e  M a e  H a l l ,  B u d d y
Wasdin/Diane, Nancy Sparkman
W e l l s  ( O r l a n d o ) ,  D e a n
W i l s o n / S h a r o n ,  R o y
Wilson/Elizabeth Wilson (Tampa),
Barbara Jewell Holton, James
Harvey (Tallahassee)/caretaker
(Peggy), Blanche DeSha Boothby,
David Boothby/wife, Ernest/Helen
Dority. We hope we didn’t leave
anyone off of this list who
attended.

The Committee who put the
Reunion together included: Mary
Ellen Haines Johnson (Chris),
Cheryl Shearouse Johnson, Gary
Johnson, Rama/Larry Haines,
Barbara Hyder (Bill), and Mary
Sue Holton Rister/Bill. We look
forward to our next Reunion
(Possibly October 2013) and hope
more will attend. A possible full
day and possibly two-day event
might be planned. We want to
thank the committee for all their
work in planning and organizing
this fun event. It was quite
nostalgic! Also, we want to thank

the folks from the Waldo Masonic
Lodge for allowing us to use their
facilities.

If you are not a member of
our Waldo Facebook group, you
are missing out on some great
conversations and pictures. If you
are a member of Facebook, just go
to “Waldo Florida” and ASK TO
JOIN. We hop to see you at our
next Waldo Reunion!
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9 Mary Wilson 27 Carl Hill
10 Thelma Bay 28 Hailey Richey
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POST OFFICE BOX 568
GAINESVILLE, FL 32602

OFFICE: (352) 468-2733
FAX: (352) 468-1453

Waldo Phoenix
Advertising Rate Sheet

(effective date: March 1, 2010)
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